
            Testing Truth 

A service of worship on 11th April 2021 for Burley in Wharfedale Methodist Church and 

associated churches 

 

Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed, Alleluia! 

 

Welcome. 
Welcome to worship on this second Sunday of Easter. This week we hear about the events 
immediately after Mary Magdala met the risen Christ on the Sunday morning, transforming a 

garden of tears and sorrow into one of joy and hope. But not all of Jesus’s followers had yet 
seen Jesus, and some came late to belief, wanting proof! 

The story of ‘doubting Thomas’ is often seen as a negative one – the disciple who wouldn’t 
believe without seeing the risen Jesus – and yet he is someone who just wanted to see the 
evidence for himself. It would have been easy for Thomas to go along with his friends who 

had already seen Jesus, but Thomas wanted to experience it for himself so he could believe. 
The meeting with Jesus provides him with the chance to test the truth for himself. 

In this age of social media and fake news, what helps us to believe in something? Is it 

knowing where it comes from, personal experience, physical evidence? Or is it something 
else? 

Prayer. As we come together to worship, we pray –  
 

We come from a world confused about truth. 
We come with our own uncertainties. 
We bring the darkness of human understanding 

into the presence of God, who is light. 
We bring the story of our search for truth 

and share in fellowship the things we have heard and seen and touched. 

Amen 

Song. We sing together – Come now is the time to worship 
 

Come, now is the time to worship 
Come, now is the time to give your heart 
Come, just as you are to worship 

Come, just as you are before your God 
Come 

 
One day every tongue will confess You are 

God 
One day every knee will bow 
Still the greatest treasure remains for those 

Who gladly choose You now 
 

Come, now is the time to worship 
Come, now is the time to give your heart 
Come, just as you are to worship 

Come, just as you are before your God 
Come 

 
One day every tongue will confess You are 

God 
One day every knee will bow 
Still the greatest treasure remains for those 

Who gladly choose You now 

Brian Deorksen (b. 1965) 

 
 
 

 
 



Prayer of praise 
 
Risen Christ, 

we give you thanks and praise: 

for the players in the Easter story. 

We give you thanks and praise: 

for the disciples sticking together for 

reassurance. 

We give you thanks and praise: 

for Thomas who dared to ask for proof. 

We give you thanks and praise: 

for Mary who mistook Jesus for the 

gardener. 

We give you thanks and praise: 

for the disciples who failed to recognise 

you. 

We give you thanks and praise: 

for the disciples struggling to catch fish. 

We give you thanks and praise: 

for each and every one who has 

encountered you. 

Yours is the glory. 

Amen. 

 
Song. We sing together in praise – The splendour of the King 

The splendour of the King, clothed in 
majesty; 

let all the earth rejoice 
let all the earth rejoice 

He wraps himself in light, 
and darkness tries to hide, 

and trembles at his voice, 
and trembles at His voice. 

How great is our God, sing with me, 

how great is our God, and all will see, 
how great, how great is our God. 

And age to age he stands, 

and time is in His hands, 
beginning and the end, 

beginning and the end 

The Godhead Three in One 

Father Spirit Son 

the Lion and the Lamb, 
the Lion and the Lamb. 

How great is our God, sing with me, 

how great is our God, and all will see, 
how great, how great is our God. 

Name above all names 

Worthy of our praise 
My heart will sing; 
How great is our God 

Name above all names 

Worthy of our praise 
My heart will sing; 

How great is our God 

How great is our God, sing with me 
How great is our God, and all will see 

How great, how great is our God. 

Chris Tomlin (b. 1972) 

 

 
Reading. John 20.19-31 

Jesus Appears to His Disciples 

19 It was late that Sunday evening, and the disciples were gathered together behind locked 
doors, because they were afraid of the Jewish authorities. Then Jesus came and stood among 
them. “Peace be with you,” he said. 20 After saying this, he showed them his hands and his 

side. The disciples were filled with joy at seeing the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace 
be with you. As the Father sent me, so I send you.” 22 Then he breathed on them and said, 

“Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive people's sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive 
them, they are not forgiven.” 

Jesus and Thomas 

24 One of the twelve disciples, Thomas (called the Twin), was not with them when Jesus 

came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!” Thomas said to them, 
“Unless I see the scars of the nails in his hands and put my finger on those scars and my 
hand in his side, I will not believe.” 26 A week later the disciples were together again indoors, 

and Thomas was with them. The doors were locked, but Jesus came and stood among them 



and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and look at 
my hands; then reach out your hand and put it in my side. Stop your doubting and believe!” 

28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 

29 Jesus said to him, “Do you believe because you see me? How happy are those who believe 

without seeing me!” 

The Purpose of This Book 

30 In his disciples' presence Jesus performed many other miracles which are not written down 
in this book. 31 But these have been written in order that you may believe that Jesus is the 
Messiah, the Son of God, and that through your faith in him you may have life. 

Good News Bible © 1994, 2004 published by the Bible Societies/HarperCollins Publishers Ltd., UK Good News Bible 
© American Bible Society 1966, 1971, 1976, 1992. Used with permission. 

 

Reflection – I do not believe it! - including 
 
Reading. 1 John 1.1-3 

 
We write to you about the Word of life, which has existed from the very beginning. We have 

heard it, and we have seen it with our eyes; yes, we have seen it, and our hands have 
touched it. 2 When this life became visible, we saw it; so, we speak of it and tell you about the 

eternal life which was with the Father and was made known to us. 3 What we have seen and 
heard we announce to you also, so that you will join with us in the fellowship that we have 
with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 

 
Song We sing together – What a beautiful name 

 

You were the Word at the beginning 
One with God the Lord Most High 

Your hidden glory in creation 
Now revealed in You our Christ 

What a beautiful Name it is 

What a beautiful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus Christ my King 
What a beautiful Name it is 

Nothing compares to this 
What a beautiful Name it is 

The Name of Jesus 

You didn't want heaven without us 
So Jesus, you brought heaven down 

My sin was great, Your love was greater 
What could separate us now? 

What a wonderful Name it is 
What a wonderful Name it is 

The Name of Jesus Christ my King 
What a wonderful Name it is 

Nothing compares to this 
What a wonderful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus 

 

Death could not hold You 
The veil tore before You 

You silenced the boast of sin and grave 
The heavens are roaring 

The praise of Your glory 
For You are raised to life again 

You have no rival 
You have no equal 

Now and forever, God You reign 
Yours is the kingdom 

Yours is the glory 
Yours is the Name above all names 

What a powerful Name it is 

What a powerful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus Christ my King 
What a powerful Name it is 

Nothing can stand against 
What a powerful Name it is 

The Name of Jesus 

What a powerful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus 
What a powerful Name it is 

The Name of Jesus 
 

Ben Fielding and Brooke Ligertwood 



Prayers for others 

Let us pray for a world in need of peace: 
peace between warring nations, 

peace between conflicting political 
ideologies, 

peace between peoples of faith. 
 

Let us pray for a world in need of love: 
love for people who have lost their self-
respect, 

love for friends who have become 
alienated, 

love for relatives who have lost their 
affection for each other. 

 
Let us pray for a world in need of hope: 

hope in the midst of despair when all 
seems lost, 

hope when evil seems to be winning, 
hope for a better future for everyone. 

 
Let us pray for a world in need of joy: 
joy when there is cause for celebration, 

joy where there is a reason to give thanks, 
joy as a means of sharing in the wonder of 

creation. 
Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven,  

may your holy name be honoured. 

may your Kingdom come;  

may your will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. 

Give us today the food we need. 

Forgive us the wrongs we have done, 

as we forgive the wrongs that others have 
done to us. 

Save us from the time of trial; 

and keep us safe from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power and the glory 

are yours, 

now and for ever.           Amen 

 

Song. We sing together as we go to follow the risen Christ – Come with me, come wander 

Come with me, come wander, come 

welcome the world, where strangers might 
smile or where stones may be hurled; come 

leave what you cling to lay down what you 
clutch, and find with hands empty that 
hearts can hold much. 

Sing hey for the carpenter leaving his tools! 
Sing het for the Pharisees leaving their 

rules! Sing hey for the fishermen leaving 
their nets! Sing hey for the people who 
leave their regrets! 

Come walk in my company, come sleep by 
my side, come savour a lifestyle with 

nothing to hide; come sit at my table and 
eat with my friends, discovering that love 
which the world never ends. 

Chorus 

Come share in my laughter, come close to 
my fears, come find yourself washed with 

the kiss of my tears; come stand close at 
hand while I suffer and die, and find in 
three days how I never will lie. 

Chorus  

Come leave your possessions, come share 

out your treasure, come give and receive 
without method or measure; come loose 
every bond that’s resisting the Spirit, 

enabling the earth to be yours to inherit. 

Chorus 

John L. Bell (b. 1949) and Graham Maule (b. 1958) 

 



No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of Life; 
Life is naught without thee: 

Aid us in our strife. 

 
Sending out prayer and blessing 

 
Christ’s peace be with you in all that you do. 

Christ’s peace be with you in all that you are. 
Christ’s peace be with you in all that you will be. 
This day and for evermore. 

Amen. 
 
Service prepared by David Gouldesbrough, drawing on material from Singing the Faith CCLI 5560 (reproduced with 
permission) and from ©Roots for Churches Ltd. (www.rootsontheweb.com).  

 

 

Reflection 

I do not believe it! 

I have tried, but whenever I read this part of the resurrection story in John’s Gospel, and also 

the similar version in Luke, I can’t help but think of the Victor Meldrew character in One foot 

in the grave! Particularly so this year after hearing about an interview that Richard Wilson, 

the actor who played Victor Meldrew, gave on Good Morning Britain a few days ago. The 

unfortunate interviewer said to Mr Wilson that One Foot in the Grave was just about his 

favourite sitcom and he was looking forward to the next series. Mr Wilson had to gently 

remind him that the Victor Meldrew character had passed away at the end of the last series! 

So this year there is even arguably a resurrection theme attached to I do not believe it! But 

perhaps, because of the story we read today, in a wider sense there is always a resurrection 

theme in I do not believe it! 

This week we continue to read John’s narrative about Jesus’ appearances after he is raised 

from the dead: first to Mary of Magdala (last week), now to the other disciples, and to 

Thomas in particular. When he appeared to the other disciples Jesus did not come through 

the door of the room where they met; he appeared among them with the greeting ‘Shalom’, 

peace be with you. He showed them the evidence of his passion, showed them his hands and 

his side and then breathed the Spirit on them. Thomas wasn’t there initially, but the other 

disciples told him that they had seen the Lord. Thomas, however, is the typical empiricist, 

perhaps most recognisable as a person of our age of all the disciples. He wants physical 

evidence; he wasn’t going to take at face value what the other disciples told him, he wanted 

to see the proof with his own eyes. When Thomas eventually meets Jesus, that evidence 

comes first from the wounds he shows Thomas. 

These wounds identify to Thomas that it is Jesus, who is now alive, a real living, breathing 

physical presence. In Luke’s gospel he eats a piece of cooked fish to show he is real! Thomas 

is invited to touch the wounds, but it seems as if he doesn’t do so, he holds back. He sees 

Jesus though and in seeing he confesses: ‘My Lord and my God’. Jesus had been referred to 

many times before as Lord but here Thomas goes further, he sees the divine in Jesus, the 



risen Christ. There follows the well-known line about how blessed are those who believe 

without having seen; a message, perhaps, for all those who followed Christ through the ages, 

and for us now in our own age.  

Our Gospel reading concludes with what looks like the original ending, perhaps with the final 

chapter having been added by another hand. But it crucially says that this book is to let us 

believe in the risen Christ so that we may have life. 

And so, this Eastertide, the line of witnesses to the risen Christ extends from Mary of 

Magdala, through most of the disciples to “doubting” Thomas. This transforms a community of 

followers from one timid and doubtful, cowering in a locked room for fear of the Jewish 

authorities, to one which goes on to boldly talk of the reality of Christ alive. There are many 

other examples of witnesses to the risen Christ in the Gospels, not just as in the passage we 

have read today, and not just in the evening of the day of resurrection or in the following few 

days. Among those witnesses was the writer of John’s first letter in which he says: - 

1 We write to you about the Word of life, which has existed from the very beginning. We have 

heard it, and we have seen it with our eyes; yes, we have seen it, and our hands have 

touched it. 2 When this life became visible, we saw it; so we speak of it and tell you about the 

eternal life which was with the Father and was made known to us. 3 What we have seen and 

heard we announce to you also, so that you will join with us in the fellowship that we have 

with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 

In these opening verses to the letter, the author begins by establishing an empirical basis for 

what he has to say, Thomas would have approved! His message is rooted in what he knew of 

the historical Jesus, the author writing probably some 30 years after the events in the 

gospel. He writes of ‘what we have heard…seen…looked at and touched’. That Jesus is also 

the risen Christ is suggested by describing him as ‘eternal life which was with the Father’. 

What follows is about fellowship: fellowship with the author, and with the Father and his Son; 

again creating a community transformed to a new life, the basis for which the gospel reading 

shows as belief in the risen Jesus. 

In today’s age of reason and scientific enquiry what do we think of Thomas’s reaction to being 

told of Christ alive, and to his response to seeing the wounds in Jesus’s hands and side? 

Surely from time to time we all have doubts, we all want proof; we are all, at least partly, just 

like “doubting” Thomas. After all, it’s all very well for those lucky few who witnessed the 

physical reality of Christ alive but what about us some 2000 years later? Where can we see 

the wounds in Christ’s hands and side so that we can believe by seeing? Or are we happy to 

believe without seeing Jesus in the flesh? Are we happy to take the word of the countless 

disciples of Christ through the centuries who have seen the Lord and who have lived out their 

lives because of that conviction? 

Perhaps it might help if we reflect again on what it is that Thomas saw. Yes, he saw the 

wounds in Jesus’s hands and side. Yes, he saw these and convinced himself that this was the 

physical man Jesus who had been through the violence and humiliation of crucifixion. But if 



that were all, surely Thomas would have stopped at calling Jesus my Lord. But he did not, he 

also called him my God. In that moment, in that meeting point of the human and divine, 

Thomas saw the reality of Christ risen. Lucky fellow! And if he had known the hymn might he 

have been singing to himself – 

No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of Life; life is naught without thee: aid us in our 

strife! (my exclamation mark!) 

So, friends, when we look for the risen Jesus today can we be distracted by the wounds that 

we see around us in the world? Do the inequality and injustice, the disregard for our planet 

and the violence and corruption, veil our sight from the risen Christ in a miasma of doubt? 

Perhaps it is understandable if they do. But let us learn from “doubting” Thomas. Let us follow 

his example and look through the wounds of the world to see that life is indeed naught 

without Christ, and he does and will aid us in our strife. It will not be easy, it never has been, 

after all. But to know and show the wonder of the gift of love, freely given to all through the 

death and resurrection of Jesus, is our privilege, our duty in belief, and our joy this and every 

Eastertide. If that does not banish doubt, we will all have to answer to Thomas! 

I do not believe it!......oh yes, I do! 

Amen 

 

 
 


