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   Welcome 
Welcome to our service for this week. I’m delighted you’ve been able to join us and hope that it will be an 
opportunity to connect with God in the space and time of this moment and to discover more of the love of Jesus 
for you and for this world. We begin with a prayer for today from our Methodist prayer handbook. Let us pray: 
 
Let your word be in our mouth, O Lord, your truth in our heart and your will in our mind. Let us think only what is 
good and discern your presence in all that we do. Let us at all times be alive to the promptings of your Holy Spirit; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.i 
We worship God together as we sing: 

Song 
I've heard a thousand stories 
Of what they think You’re like 
But I've heard the tender whisper 
Of love in the dead of night 
You tell me that You’re pleased 
And that I'm never alone 

You're a good, good Father, 
It's who You are, it's who You are, it's who 
You are 
And I'm loved by You,  
It's who I am, it's who I am, it's who I am 

 
I've seen many searching for answers 
Far and wide 
But I know we're all searching for answers 
Only You provide 

Because You know just what we need 
Before we say a word 
 You’re a good, good Father… 
You are perfect in all of Your ways 
You are perfect in all of Your ways 
You are perfect in all of Your ways to us 
(Repeat) 
 
Love so undeniable I can hardly speak 
Peace so unexplainable I can hardly think 
As You call me deeper still 
As You call me deeper still 
As You call me deeper still 
Into love love love 
 You’re a good, good Father…ii

Prayers & The Lord’s Prayer 
Glorious God, your thoughts are not our thoughts, neither are your ways our ways. You look at the ugliest soul 
and see, still unstirred, the wings of an angel. We scan the finest of our neighbours, anxious to find the flaw. 
You view time in the context of eternity, and so find a place for waiting, for yearning, even for suffering, even for 
dying. We demand instant results; and look for tomorrow before savouring today. 
You know that only one who suffers can ultimately save, that is why you walk the way of the cross. We fear that 
vulnerability which defies our power; that is why we allow for crucifixion. 
Your thoughts are not our thoughts, neither are your ways our ways. 
 
And yet we know that your way is the ladder to heaven, while, left to our own devices, our ways slope downwards 
to hell. 
But we are here, not to have our worst confirmed, but to have our best liberated. So we pray, forgive in us what 
has gone wrong, repair in us what is wasted, reveal in us what is good. 
 
And nourish us with better food than we could ever purchase: your word, your love, your inspiration, your daily 
bread for our life’s journey, in the company of Jesus Christ our Lordiii, who taught us to pray together saying: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it 
is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 
us. 
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
Reading 

The disciples went out and proclaimed that all should repent. They cast out many demons and anointed with oil 
many who were sick and cured them. King Herod heard of it, for Jesus’ name had become known. Some 
were saying, “John the baptizer has been raised from the dead; and for this reason these powers are at work in 
him.” But others said, “It is Elijah.” And others said, “It is a prophet, like one of the prophets of old.” But when Herod 
heard of it, he said, “John, whom I beheaded, has been raised.” 
 

                         The Methodist Church 



For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and put him in prison on account of Herodias, his 
brother Philip’s wife, because Herod had married her. For John had been telling Herod, “It is not lawful for you to 
have your brother’s wife.” And Herodias had a grudge against him and wanted to kill him. But she could not, for 
Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he protected him. When he heard him, he 
was greatly perplexed; and yet he liked to listen to him.  
 
But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers and officers and for the 
leaders of Galilee. When the daughter of Herodias came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests; and 
the king said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will give it.” And he solemnly swore to her, “Whatever 
you ask me, I will give you, even half of my kingdom.”  
 
She went out and said to her mother, “What should I ask for?”  
 
She replied, “The head of John the baptizer.”  
 
Immediately she rushed back to the king and requested, “I want you to give me at once the head of John the 
Baptist on a platter.”  
 
The king was deeply grieved; yet out of regard for his oaths and for the guests, he did not want to refuse 
her. Immediately the king sent a soldier of the guard with orders to bring John’s head. He went and beheaded him 
in the prison, brought his head on a platter, and gave it to the girl. Then the girl gave it to her mother. When his 
disciples heard about it, they came and took his body, and laid it in a tomb. (Mark 6: 12 – 29) 

 
Introduction to the Theme 

The Emperor’s New Clothes 

 
Hymn 

Crown him with many crowns, 
The Lamb upon the throne. 
Hark! How the heavenly anthem drowns 
All music but its own. 
Awake, my soul, and sing 
Of him who died for thee, 
And hail him as thy matchless King 
Through all eternity. 
 
Crown him the Son of God, 
Before the worlds began; 
And ye who tread where he has trod, 
Crown him the Son of Man, 
Who every grief has known 
That rings the human breast, 
And takes and bears them for his own, 
That all in him may rest. 
 
Crown him the Lord of life, 
Who triumphed o’er the grave, 
And rose victorious in the strife 
For those he came to save. 

His glories now we sing, 
Who died, and rose on high; 
Who died, eternal life to bring, 
And lives, that death may die. 
 
Crown him the Lord of peace, 
Whose power a sceptre sways 
From pole to pole, that wars may cease, 
Absorbed in prayer and praise. 
His reign shall know no end, 
And round his pierced feet 
Fair flowers of paradise extend 
Their fragrance ever sweet. 
 
Crown him the Lord of love; 
Behold his hands and side –  
Rich wounds, yet visible above, 
In beauty glorified. 
All hail, Redeemer, hail! 
For thou hast died for me; 
Thy praise and glory shall not fail 
Throughout eternity.iv 

 
Reflection 

Rev Tim Perkins 
“When wisdom is lacking” 

The videos can be viewed at www.burleymethodist.org 
Alternatively, the written text is provided below 

 

Song 
God I look to You 
I won't be overwhelmed 
Give me vision to see things like You do 
God I look to You 
You're where my help comes from 

Give me wisdom You know just what to do 
(REPEAT) 
 

I will love You Lord my strength 
I will love You Lord my shield 

http://www.burleymethodist.org/


I will love You Lord my rock 
Forever all my days I will love You God 

 
Hallelujah our God reigns 
Hallelujah our God reigns 
Hallelujah our God reigns 
Forever all my days hallelujah 
(REPEAT) 

 
Oh oh oh 
Forever all my days hallelujah 
Hallelujah our God reigns 
Hallelujah our God reigns 
Hallelujah our God reigns 

Forever all my days hallelujah
v

 
Prayers of Intercession 

Lord Jesus Christ, when you were tempted you refused to turn stones into bread. Save us from using our power, 
however little, to satisfy the demands of selfishness in the face of the needs of others. 

Lord Jesus Christ, when you were tempted, you refused to leap from the temple top. Save us from 
displaying our skills, however modest, to win instant popularity in the face of nobler calls on our abilities. 

Lord Jesus Christ, when you were tempted you refused to bend the knee to a false god. Save us from 
offering our devotion, however weak, to cheap or easy religion in the face of the harder path on which you bid us 
to follow you. 

Saviour of the world, you saw Satan masquerading as an angel of light and shunned him. Give us wisdom 
to discern behind each subtle temptation the ploy of the prince of darkness; and in the face of all that is hellishly 
attractive, help us to choose the will of God.vi 
 
Eternal God, source and sustainer of all earthly power and authority, we commend to the guidance of your Holy 
Spirit all the leaders of the nations. We give thanks for those who promote equity, peace and concord. We pray 
for your transforming Spirit to be at work where governments fail in their responsibilities and fall prey to racism, 
corruption, religious bigotry or the perversion of justice. Strengthen the resolve and courage of all servants of your 
kingdom who protest against oppressive regimes and campaign for freedom and the rights of all people.vii 
 
Let us choose to follow you wherever you are and wherever you go: in the narrow lanes of the refugee camps, in 
the homeless hostels, hospitals and hospices, in the foodbanks, in the streets and with the lonely. 
 Strengthen us to resist the easy temptation of complaisance: in the illusions and comfort of our chosen 
worlds, in the stories we tell ourselves away from reality, in the excuses we choose to accept, instead of doing 
what we should. 
 Guide us to choose to be free, to follow wherever you are, to follow you wherever you call us to be.viii 
 
Mighty and gracious God: hold me, that my waywardness may not lead me to disaster; embrace me, that I may 
feel the warmth of your presence; support me, that I may not be afraid to do justice and love mercy. 
 May your hold on us enable others to be liberated. May your embrace of us dry the tears of the world. May 
your support of us bring assurance for others. Your forgiveness and freedom be praised. Your comfort and joy be 
known by all. Your love and presence be forever. Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.ix 

Song 
Brother, sister, let me serve you, 
Let me be as Christ to you; 
Pray that I may have the grace 
To let you be my servant too. 
 
We are pilgrims on a journey, 
And companions on the road; 
We are here to help each other 
Walk the mile and bear the load. 
 
I will hold the Christ-light for you 
In the night-time of your fear; 
I will hold my hand out to you, 
Speak the peace you long to hear. 
 

I will weep when you are weeping; 
When you laugh I’ll laugh with you; 
I will share your joy and sorrow 
Till we’ve seen this journey through. 
 
When we sing to God in heaven 
We shall find such harmony, 
Born of all we’ve known together 
Of Christ’s love and agony. 
 
Brother, sister, let me serve you, 
Let me be as Christ to you; 
Pray that I may have the grace 
To let you be my servant too.x 

Closing Prayer 
Lord God, in this world where goodness and evil continue to clash with each other, instil in us, and in all your 
people: discernment to see what is right; faith to believe what is right; and courage to do what is right. 
 Keep us aware of the subtlety of sin, and preserve us, body, mind, and soul, through the power of your 
Holy Spirit. Amen.xi 
 

Reflection 



Rev Tim Perkins, “When wisdom is lacking” 
What sells newspapers? Three things, and if they’re combined, so much the better. Royalty: almost any story 
about a member of the Royal family will sell. Sex: nothing like a scandal, especially if it’s to do with people in high 
places or offices of state. Religion: though God has slipped down the ratings in recent years, people are still aware 
that there are unanswered questions out there, and someone who seems to be an authentic spokesperson for 
God is still newsworthy. Of course, football also sells papers, but in most weeks of the year that is restricted to the 
back-pages rather than the front! 
 
Put these three things of royalty, sex and religion together as a package, locate it in first-century Galilee, and you 
have the story of Herod and John the Baptist. There’s nothing private about this story. It would have been round 
the palace in minutes, round the neighbourhood by morning, and round all Galilee within a day or two. If it had 
happened today, it would have been all over the papers and across social media platforms globally within minutes! 
 
It’s sordid, shabby and shameful – exactly the sort of thing that everybody likes to hear, however much they 
pretend otherwise. It is the media portrayal of Prince Andrew, Harry and Megan, Boris Johnson, Dominic 
Cummings and Matt Hancock all rolled into one! 
 
The scandalous goings-on at Herod’s birthday party, with his step-daughter performing an erotic dance, his rash 
(and no doubt drunken) promise, and his command to execute the prophet to whom all Galilee and Judea had 
gone for baptism – you can just hear the whispers, the rumours, the shaking of heads, the mutterings that no good 
would come of it. And within a decade, Herod had been banished to faraway Gaul, left to die in disgrace in a 
distant land. Within a generation, John’s story had been written up by Mark, honouring him as a fearless witness 
to the Kingdom of God. 
 
Mark vividly recounts the tragic convergence of a proud, unfaithful king, a vengeful wife, a subservient daughter, 
and a forthright prophet of the Lord. The result is a brief passion narrative of John the Baptist that foreshadows 
the suffering and death of both Jesus and his followers. 
 
Notice the contrasts in this passage. The powerlessness of John’s preaching dares to confront the political power 
of Herod, and John’s Nazarite vow of abstinence stands in opposition to Herod’s indulgences of the flesh. Here 
are two extreme characters, each mirroring realities that are set in opposition to the other. 
 
Herod’s reaction to John is a mixture of anger, fear, and conviction. The conflicted ruler keeps John hidden in plain 
sight. This uneasy existence comes to a head during Herod’s birthday banquet. Here, what is hidden is revealed. 
Herod is forced to choose between the innocent and the politically expedient. His moment of choice is a palatable 
moment of grace, waiting to be accepted or rejected.  He lacks the wisdom that a true, godly leader requires. And 
so his rejection of grace results in John’s death. And yet the thread of grace continues to be woven throughout the 
Gospel of Mark, redeeming violence and suffering wherever it is found. The preaching of John offers grace to 
Herod. Like, Pilate, later in the Gospel, he is unable to act righteously, and evil appears to triumph over good. 
 
But perhaps what makes the encounter between John and Herod so poignant is that whilst they clearly do not see 
eye-to-eye, they do understand each other. The King knows enough about truth to recognise his own falseness; 
and the prophet is sufficiently acquainted with temptation to desire his monarch’s liberation from it.  
 
Their meeting could have been redemptive, but one great flaw prevented it: Herod’s lack of wisdom is revealed by 
his insatiable quest for pre-eminence – having it, keeping it, flaunting it. Not sexual lust but lust for power is the 
problem this text illuminates. That sex is prominent in the account is not surprising, for as has been said famously, 
‘Power is the ultimate aphrodisiac.’  
 
Such power must resist truth. What prophetic faith wants above all to reveal is the absurdity of our pretence to 
sovereignty. Herod is not God. We are not God. That is a truth we do not like to hear but knowing it and living it 
liberates us from the insatiable quest for power and the temptations that such a quest place before us. Wisdom 
reminds us to “trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways submit 
to God, and God will make your paths straight. (Prov. 3: 5-6) Ultimately, Herod was not willing to do so. Still today, 
many people in positions of power and authority are equally unwilling to do so. 
 
John’s execution forces us to gaze into a world of corruption, lust, and power. While Herod’s court is in a far 
country whose horizon seems so distant from our own, yet it can so easily invade our own managed space. Almost 
daily the media bring into our comfortable home’s images of needless deaths and the slaughter of the innocents.  
 
And each one of us may be dealing with our own texts of terror: the death of loved ones, broken or abusive 
relationships, ill-health, unemployment, a sense of isolation or meaninglessness.  
 



Perhaps the story of the beheading of John shows us how to read our own stories. There are times when we need 
to open the windows of our times of worship and devotion and allow the stench of death to permeate the sanctuary 
of our hearts. There are times when we need to live in the darkness because when we do there is always the 
opportunity to pull back the curtains and call forth what is often hidden in plain sight, that is, the fragrance of life 
that is to be found in the margins even of this story of John and Herod.  
 
It is in the moments of darkness that the presence of grace can be felt most powerfully, waiting to be accepted or 
rejected. It is a grace that does not gloss over pain or downplay the horror of evil. It is this grace which redeems 
the story of our lives. Like the disciples of John who came to claim his body, it tenderly holds the broken and 
scarred tissue of devastated lives and, with sighs too deep for words, groans in longing for the day of resurrection. 
When this grace is accepted, the fragrance of life overcomes the stench of death and worship fills our hearts. And 
our worship ceases to be naïve in regard to suffering. It is no longer escapist in nature. It is worship which finally 
recognises that in time, all things will be made new. I hope that is a comfort and strength to you if you are living 
through difficult times at the moment. 
 
But there is more uncomfortable news to consider from this passage as it serves as a small window into the whole 
Gospel. Mark’s gospel is one of extremes: on the one hand, the preaching of the kingdom is welcomed and 
received with great joy; on the other there is resistance and outright rejection. There is little neutral territory. There 
is no room to be disinterested. As CS Lewis once wrote, “Christianity with its claims has to be either of vital 
importance or of no importance. The one thing it cannot be is of moderate importance.”  
 
With all his evident power and perception, the Gospel narrative reminds us that Jesus goes steadfastly to 
Jerusalem and to death, because the realities of evil and goodness, hate and love, required it. John’s death shows 
that no shallow triumphalism will do. Nor will faithful witness always bring praise. There is a price to pay; for John 
it was the ultimate price. 
 
So what, might we ask, does discipleship of Jesus offer, then? It offers a sense that we are living according to the 
truth, are walking with Jesus, are giving ourselves in love to the service of God in the world. The reward is not 
success, or triumphalist patterns, but the knowledge that we are faithfully serving God’s purposes in the world. 
 
This passage puts the question to us, if we desire to be kingdom-agents in our own world: what should we be 
doing, that the powers of this world would hear about and scratch their heads in puzzlement? And are we prepared 
for the result? 
 
Mark is quite clear what will happen to people who announce, and inaugurate, God’s kingdom. The story of John, 
including Herod’s garbled and muddied thinking, points forward to the greater story that is yet to come. Herod is 
wrong, but not completely wrong; for in Jesus the resurrection power of God is indeed at work – not because he’s 
John, back from the dead, but because he is the one through whom, not very long from now, death will indeed be 
overcome. The mighty works he is doing at the moment, taking on the kingdom of darkness and beating it, will 
reach their climax in his personal decisive confrontation with that kingdom. But first he, like John, must suffer a 
cruel and unjust death. 
 
I guess we may begin to see now why Jesus does not encourage discipleship purely on the basis of hearing his 
teaching, observing his miracles, following with the crowd. The demands are too great for that. To be a disciple, 
as the second half of the gospel will make clear, means following Jesus all the way to the cross – and beyond. 
 
The kingdoms of this world are indeed to become the kingdom of God, but those who speak of this in advance are 
likely to suffer the anger of those who feel their power slipping away from them. Evil is found not only in the 
demonic but also in the centres of power, both political and religious. The strong, driven by forces of sex, money, 
and power ‘lord over’ those who are weak. In this passage we are forced to face a world that is in opposition to 
the innocent, a world where injustice and brutal power prevail. When we look at the world all around us, we cannot 
hand-on-heart say that a great deal has changed in two thousand years. 
 
So, the challenge of the twenty-first century is for the body of Christ to read our own decisions in the light of the 
story of Jesus’ life, death and resurrection and ask ourselves whether the choices we are making are self-
protective and self-motivated, or part of God’s gracious, life-giving, transformation of the world. I hope and pray 
that we will have the wisdom of God’s Spirit to discern the decisions that are right for our own lives and the strength 
of God’s Spirit to stick with them rather than give into the allure of the easier, yet more self-centred road. Amen. 
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