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Dear Charlotte and Menston Methodist Church,  

“Hope is being able to see that there is light despite all of the darkness.” -
Desmond Tutu 

Thank you for your collection again this year for Christmas gifts for refugee and 
asylum seeking children in Bradford.  Your generosity and organisation makes it 
possible for us to give a nice quality Christmas gift to every child that we work 
with.  And this year we have given presents to over 250 children in Bradford. 

This year has been a busy and full year in which we have worked with over 150 
families seeking asylum from all over the world who have ended up in Bradford 
(sometimes by choice, but mostly not out of their own choice), coming from a 
wide variety of countries including Nigeria, Afghanistan, Yemen, Egypt, Iraq, Iran, 
Syria, Pakistan, Albania Sudan, and others.     We offer family support and advice 
services around the asylum system, housing, education, health, and integration.   
We also have a focused project working with children that are waiting for 
oversubscribed school places, offering weekly groups and trips out around the 
local area.    To be able to offer a service here in Bradford that attempts to 
welcome refugees and help them to navigate the system, is a great privilege.  We 
meet may people with incredible resilience that often humbles us.   

 Many families have shown such resilience in getting to the UK and a place of 
safety, only to be faced with a hostile immigration system that does not always 
recognise their humanity.  On top of that, we have seen how austerity measures 
have shrunk local services for the general public and how the families we work for 
are affected, like many other British families, by closures in children centres, 
reduction in advice services, and difficulties in finding school places for their 
children.    As the government debates Brexit, we have seen our families discuss 
how the rhetoric in the media and the fear they feel of being unwelcome has 
increased.  Yet, as much as this is true, we have also seen an increase in people 
wanting to volunteer, donate goods and find ways to be welcoming towards 
people seeking a safe place in the UK.   
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This Christmas season we have seen an abundance of generosity from your Church 
and many others in Bradford and Wharfdale.  It brings hope to the families that 
we work with to know that there are people living here in the UK and in Bradford 
and beyond that are desiring to be welcoming to people seeking sanctuary and a 
safe place to live in peace.    And in a time of darkness, hope is essential to keep 
going.   Thank you for your part in offering some hope, may you continue to find 
ways to offer hospitality and hope to people seeking safety in the year to come.    
We hope that we may continue to work together in the future.   

Kind regards, 

 

Christy Bischoff 
Children and Families Project Manager 
christyb@refugee-action.org.uk 
01274 92 49 82 
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