
REFLECTION 3  :  A TALE OF TWO KINGDOMS 

 

Yesterday we considered the “who, where and what?” of prayer based on Jesus’ words, 

“Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be your name.” The next line in the prayer is this: “My 

Kingdom come, my will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” Or that’s how it seems sometimes. 

Aren’t we often guilty of beginning our prayer by giving God our lip service and then seeking to 

build our own Kingdom instead of God’s? In order to move from lip service to whole of life service 

we need to try and unpack this part of the prayer a bit. So where do we begin?  

 

Well, the most obvious thing to say is that it is all about God’s reign not ours. And God’s Kingdom is where 

God’s will is done. Full stop, no equivocation. Now at the moment, in its fullness, that is confined to heaven – there 

what God says, goes. But if we are to pray that God’s will be done here on earth in the same way that it is done now in 

heaven we need to ask, “Well what is heaven like?” We all have pictures or feelings or maybe just impressions as to 

what we think heaven is like so just taken a moment to paint your own mental picture of heaven.  

 

One picture of heaven, or what it will be like when God’s Kingdom comes in all its fullness is described for us 

right at the end of the Bible in Rev ch. 21: 1-7 and we’re going to listen to it now. 

“Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there 

was no longer any sea. I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a 

bride beautifully dressed for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling 

place is now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them 

and be their God. He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, 

for the old order of things has passed away.” 

He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” Then he said, “Write this down, for 

these words are trustworthy and true.” 

He said to me: “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To the thirsty I will give 

water without cost from the spring of the water of life. Those who are victorious will inherit all this, and I will be their 

God and they will be my children.” 

 

What a beautiful picture that is, permanently being in the intimate presence of God, knowing ourselves to be 

God’s children. A place where there is no more suffering. A place where God meets our every need. 

 

So what would our lives be like if that were the case now? Well I guess doctors would be unemployed instead 

of over-stretched. There’d be an end to traffic jams caused by seemingly purposeless traffic cones! There would be no 

such thing as the burden of debt or interest rates and there would certainly be no question marks over the integrity, 

motives or actions of the one governing us.  

 

A far off dream? Well Jesus tells us to pray for it to come true, not necessarily in those details but I think you 

get my drift.  One of my favourite descriptions of what life will be like when God reigns in glory is provided by C S 

Lewis right at the end of his classic tale, “The Last Battle”, which is the final instalment of the Narnia Chronicles. He 

puts it like this: 

 

“The things that began to happen after that were so great and beautiful that I cannot write them. And for us 

this is the end of all the stories, and we can most truly say that they lived happily ever after. But for them it was only the 

beginning of the real story. All their life in this world and all their adventures in Narnia had only been the cover and 

the title page: now at last they were beginning Chapter One of the Great Story which no one on earth has read: which 

goes on for ever: in which every chapter is better than the one before.” 

 

So we have just a glimpse of what God’s reign in heaven is like and what it will be like when God’s Kingdom 

comes in all its fullness. But when Jesus spoke about the Kingdom of God it was not just in terms of the not yet but the 

now as well. He did not just speak about life in a magical Kingdom somewhere over the rainbow. As far as he was 

concerned the Kingdom of God is grounded in the here and now and the will of God is to be sought after and lived out 

on a daily basis. The prime example of this can be found in a passage from Matthew 26: 

 

“Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to them, ‘Sit here while I go 

over there and pray.’ He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee along with him, and he began to be sorrowful and 

troubled. Then he said to them, ‘My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. Stay here and keep watch 

with me.’ 

Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and prayed, ‘My Father, if it is possible, may this cup 

be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will.’ 

Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. ‘Couldn’t you keep watch with me for one hour?’ 

he asked Peter. ‘Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.’ 

He went away a second time and prayed, ‘My Father, if it is not possible for this cup to be taken away unless I 

drink it, may your will be done.’ 

 



2. 

 

When he came back, he again found them sleeping, because their eyes were heavy. So he left them and went 

away once more and prayed the third time, saying the same thing. 

Then he returned to the disciples and said to them, ‘Are you still sleeping and resting? Look, the hour has 

come, and the Son of Man is delivered into the hands of sinners. Rise! Let us go! Here comes my betrayer!” 

 

What a lot there is to learn about how we should pray in our everyday lives here in the example of the Master! 

First, it teaches us the necessity of prayer even when hard times seem utterly intolerable. When the most crucial and 

demanding action in the world’s history was about to happen, it had to be rooted in prayer. Jesus knew it was essential. 

God longs for us to turn to him at the hour of our deepest need too. 

 

Second, it teaches us the value of shared prayer. Jesus longed for the encouragement of sharing this prayer 

time with his disciples, but they were too tired, and they failed him. But what encouragement there is for us to receive 

when others pray with us and for us. 

 

Third it teaches us that there is value in repeated prayer. Jesus himself prays here three times for the same 

thing. He prayed with all his heart that the cup of suffering which he could see awaiting him might be taken away. Such 

prayer isn’t like the many words of the pagans who keep on babbling; such repetition Jesus himself condemns in the 

Sermon on the Mount. No, it is about showing God that we mean business. It is all too easy, shallow and cheap to pray 

and walk away and think no more about it. To keep on praying indicates both determination and confidence, and 

demonstrates a note of seriousness that is a vital part of intercessory prayer. 

 

And finally, this account discloses something to us of the mystery of unanswered prayer. This prayer of Jesus 

himself, who enjoyed the most intimate relationship with his Father, was not answered, at least not positively. There’s a 

remarkable passage in the letter to the Hebrews which tells us that Jesus “offered up prayers and supplications with 

loud cries and tears to the one who could save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission.” 

He was heard. But the answer was not in the affirmative. Not for him the almost blasphemous suggestion that ‘anything 

you ask’ will be granted in prayer if you believe enough. He had utter trust, perfect relationship with God, passionate 

sincerity and he was heard. But he was not answered in the affirmative. Hebrews again says, “Although he was a son, 

he learned obedience from what he suffered and… became the source of eternal salvation to all who obey him.” That 

was it. God the Father, in his inscrutable wisdom had to say “No” to the content of his Son’s prayer. Otherwise there 

would have been no salvation for anyone and the Kingdom would have shattered in pieces. 

 

Jesus had prayed, “If it is not possible for this cup to be taken away unless I drink it, may your will be done.” 

May your will be done, and the Father took him at his word. The prayer of Jesus in Gethsemane shows that we can be 

close to God, live a holy life, and pray with faith, earnestness and expectancy, and yet not get what we ask for. But in a 

strange sort of way that is exactly what Jesus is talking about when he teaches us to pray to God, “Your Kingdom come, 

your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” It is a prayer teaching us to try and align our will with God’s. It is about 

submitting to the voice of God’s Spirit prompting us. It is Jesus telling us that when we pray we should pray that each 

one of us and the world as a whole would come to submit to God’s will. It is about asking God to hurry along the day 

when God’s will is done on earth in exactly the same way it is done in heaven. 

 

Spend a few minutes reflecting on how you can align your will with God’s rather than the other way around. 

Using the words Jesus taught us may help! 

 

“Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us today our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one. For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.” 

 

 


