
`MENSTON METHODIST CHURCH 
 

 
 

 

MESSENGER 
 

December 2019 – February 2020 

 

           
 

                                                   



MINISTERS 
 

Revd Tim Perkins 
Tel. 01943 864187  Email: rev.tim.perkins@btinternet.com 

Not usually available on Fridays 
 

Deacon Liz Day 
Tel: 01943 831625  Email: Liz.day@methodist.org.uk 

 
   LAY PASTOR   Discipleship & Outreach 

Jo Dixon 
Tel. 01943 873245 Email: dixonjo2000@gmail.com 

 

 
     TREASURER:               David Brown        (01943 873875) 

 

                                                              = = =  

                                                 CHURCH ADDRESS 

                                  39 Main Street, Menston   LS29 6NB 

          

                                                     CHURCH WEBSITE 

Provides up to date news, Notices, Messenger, Group and Global Activities    
                                        www.menstonmethodist.org.uk 

 
                                      MENSTON METHODIST FACEBOOK 

Offers further opportunities to catch up with the activities and news  
relating to our Church. 

                                     

                                             GENERAL ENQUIRIES  

Messages can be left on the Answering Machine 01943 871909   

or Email: menstonmethodist@btconnect.com 
 

                                                        ROOM HIRE 

Please contact the Caretaker, Julie Jennings, regarding availability of rooms:     

Tel: 079 1982 8485   Email: julie@menston.net 

Full details of accommodation, hiring conditions etc. are on the Church website.     

mailto:rev.tim.perkins@btinternet.com
mailto:Liz.day@methodist.org.uk
mailto:dixonjo2000@gmail.com
http://www.menstonmethodist.org.uk/


CHRISTMAS MESSAGE FROM DEACON LIZ 
 

May I firstly thank the folk at Menston for the warm welcome I received when 
I took up my new post in the Circuit. 
 

As many of you will know, I am now in a half time Diaconal appointment with 
Menston, Burley and Otley. (That means I’m a Deacon and not a Rev !!) 
 

I will be continuing to live in the house my husband, Andrew, and I bought in 
Addingham five years ago now, and it still isn’t finished! Our Christmas letter 
of 2019 will begin with the same sentence as the last 4….‘Dear Friends, no you 
haven’t missed the housewarming party….’! 
 

As I approach this Christmas, I am conscious of the fact that my journey of 
faith has not run altogether smoothly over the last year. What about yours? 
 

On 17th November we explored ‘stories’ during the morning service. I 
encouraged everyone to speak of their own story but also THE story we have 
to share as Christian believers, which is hopefully intertwined with our own. 
May we continue to share with one another our own stories and where God 
has been especially present within them as we travel into a new year. 
 

I’m guessing that my story with its ups and downs will resonate with some of 
yours as we all try to live out our Christian lives in our different contexts. But 
Christmas, as we know, is not all about cosy comforts and everything running 
smoothly, pretty baubles and shining stars. It can be about facing some of 
life’s experiences which are less than comfortable and at times, painful. 
 

The light of Christmas offers us all hope and connects with that deep down joy 
which can be found even in the darkest moments. This is news worth sharing! 
This is news much needed in a broken world! 
 

I hope this Christmas finds you warmly welcomed, as you have welcomed me 
into your church family. May we also welcome Jesus, our Lord, into our hearts 
and lives once more and take comfort from his arrival which brings good news 
for those who struggle, joy and peace. 
 

Hoping you have a blessed Christmas and a peaceful New Year.                                                                                                                                                   
         Liz 



BLESSING   (Based on John 1:7) 

Blessed are you who bears the light in unbearable times who testify to its 
endurance amid the unendurable, who bear witness to its persistence when 
everything seems in shadow and grief. 
 

Blessed are you in whom the light lives, in whom the brightness blazes – your 
heart a chapel, an altar where in deepest night can be seen the fire that shines 
forth in you in unaccountable faith, in stubborn hope, in love that illumines 
every broken thing it finds.                                                     Jan Richardson 
 

We welcome this contribution from Deacon Liz Day who is supporting Revd 
Tim at Menston. Last SeptemberTim was appointed Circuit Superintendent 
whilst retaining his pastoral ministry at Burley and Menston Churches. 
We appreciate that this has significantly increased his workload and we feel 
blessed to have the additional involvement of both Liz and Jo.    
 

OUTREACH 
On the next page we remember with love, members of our Church and others 
who we are able to visualise. At this time of year it is evident that our Church 
is also extremely caring for the many faceless disadvantaged ‘out there’.  
 

At Harvest Festival we experienced the generosity of those who had filled 
boxes and bags with items of food, toiletries and clothing; donated to people 
we hear of but do not know. How different to the days when we contributed 
flowers, fruit and vegetables to express our gratitude for God’s overwhelming 
goodness, in creating a world where plants grow and produce seed; rains fall 
and the sun provides warmth to nourish the seed - and we are fed! Yes, they 
decorated the Church, the aromas were strongly evocative and we enjoyed 
delivering gifts around the village. In more recent times however, we have 
become more practical in our giving and play our own part in nourishing 
people less fortunate than ourselves. On this occasion our donations were 
supporting the work of St Vincent’s, a Charity in Leeds which cares for the 
homeless and many others in need. 
More recently there was an extremely generous response to the Christmas 
Shoe Box appeal. 33 boxes were transported to Romania, along with many 
others, by JOY (Jubilee Outreach Yorkshire) based in Shipley. Quite a journey!  
We hope they bring joy to all those who open them.       Thank you 
 

More opportunities for giving can be found on later pages of this Messenger. 



                                               IN OUR THOUGHTS 
In preparing this Winter edition of the Messenger there is a strong awareness 
that not all our readers can fully experience the joys of this time of year, the 
special Christmas Services and social activities. The days are short, the nights 
even longer and the housebound must feel even more cut off from the world! 
 

Some of our readers have had a bereavement, losing a loved one during the 
past year, so Christmas celebrations will be tinged with sadness. Others may 
be caring for members of family and friends or have their own health 
problems and are personally in need of care. 
 

We remember every one of these members of our church family and readers 
of this magazine, sending love to friends living in The Beeches, Glen Rosa, 
Burley Hall and Holly Court.  Each of you is assured of our thoughts and 
prayers. 
 

Barbara Greathead came across the following poem in a booklet by Pat Wray, 
for anyone suffering the loss of a loved one.  Barbara’s husband died recently 
and she found the words very meaningful and hopes it will comfort others 

 
HOW HIGH IS GOD’S FAITHFULNESS? 

 

How high is God’s faithfulness  How deep is God’s faithfulness? 
High as the clouds.    Deep as the sea. 
There’s nothing to fear ‘neath the sky. That’s deeper than you’ll ever go. 
No child of the Father meets trouble alone When life’s surging sorrows 
With such a Companion by.   Close over your head 
      Compassion will cradle below. 
 

Remembering Heather Hall 
Heather’s recent death was another loss to the church family. She had lived 
near her daughter in Northern Ireland for some years but previously gave a 
lifetime of service here, including being Secretary to the Church Council and 
member of many groups including the Choir. Alison & Elizabeth wish to 
warmly thank all who expressed their sympathies following the death of their 
beloved mother. “The beautiful cards, kind words & prayers were all very 
much appreciated at this sad time”.  
The family plan to bring Heather's ashes home to Menston in early July 2020, 
to be scattered in the Chapel garden, date & time to be confirmed. 



MESSAGE FROM JO DIXON  (Lay Pastor) 
 
Winter’s here again! And with it comes our time of joyfully celebrating God 
coming to us in human form. After centuries of man trying to fathom the God 
of the heavens with limited success…He comes in Jesus to show us what He is 
really like. Now we could actually see Him, touch Him, hear His voice and 
watch Him do God the Fathers work….Wow! 
 

PEACE is a word we often see on cards and hear in Churches at this time of 
year. What does Peace mean to you? An end to war? A dinner without family 
arguments? Quiet and stillness away from the hustle and bustle? We pray for 
world peace and peace in our families or just a bit of peace in all the busyness. 
In effect, we look to the calming of external world to experience Peace. When 
I get on holiday I’ll have peace, when I’ve paid off this debt, when I just get 
past this busy week  when the children leave home…when I retire I’ll finally 
have peace…..the list is endless. And yet all of us know that when we get on 
holiday or we go somewhere quiet that the thoughts follow us and we can 
feel agitated or in turmoil even in the quiet and stillness. In fact this quiet can 
seem to make it worse and so we keep ourselves busy running from the quiet 
or aloneness which can be pretty exhausting!  
You see, Peace is not found in our external reality when all is ok and all our 
ducks are in a row. That is why, in one way, it is futile praying for world peace 
externally. This is because Peace is an INSIDE job. War is simply an external 
projection of a leaders or groups internal insecurity greed or control. When 
they get power they exert this over others. We cannot have world peace until 
people themselves are in a state of peace internally. A person or people at 
peace do not create war.  
When I received the peace of Jesus after many years of being a Christian I 
found my need to argue fell away, the need to justify myself or strive to 
become anything. I began to live before an ‘audience of One’ He knew my 
heart and my intentions and I lived exposed before Him and yet loved and 
covered by Him. This brought incredible peace, especially the true knowledge 
of His forgiveness. Ever since that time I start my day quickly kneeling before 
Him and remembering today is about Him and others and thanking Him for 
everything I can think of. At night I do the same, as many of you will, just 
talking to Him and letting go of any upset, asking forgiveness and thanking 
Him. Then I just wait in the quiet for a few minutes until I feel the stillness 



from Him. I have learned to be able to experience this stillness in the chaos of 
life…. although if I’m particularly rattled about something it can take a little 
longer to get there! But it is always worth it.  
 

In the storm Jesus slept in peace whilst the disciples ran around the boat 
(understandably!) like headless chickens. Jesus was entirely composed 
throughout. The same external circumstance for all the men, but a totally 
different reaction. Jesus had a deep security and internal Peace. So much so 
that when He spoke out of that internal peace it was so powerful that it 
changed the external circumstances and the waves calmed. 
 
Peace happens inside out. Once we find peace we too can be like this in our 
life and relationships, bringing peace and hope instead of projecting fear and 
insecurity. Once we are at Peace and release control to God we are able to 
bring peace and security to others.  
If we look for peace in external circumstances we will be disappointed. The 
Peace of God is internal not external. Peace with God is something we already 
have if we have accepted Jesus, but the Peace of God is something we must 
learn to take hold of every day in our inner person. We can have internal 
peace even in the midst of storms that rage in our external world. So where 
does this Peace come from?? Jesus. “I leave my peace with you. Not the kind 
of fragile peace the world gives but my perfect peace. Do not yield to fear or 
be troubled in your hearts” (John 14v27).  This Peace has to be actively 
received by us. Part of being able to receive means that we have to open the 
hands we have tightly clasped around the things that are so important to us. 
Those things we don’t really trust God with! Those things we try to control, 
saying not my will but yours be done…not my kingdom but yours. As we open 
our clenched fingers and let go of control this trust opens our heart to receive 
His peace. His peace is available to all this Christmas and every other day since 
Jesus came. 
 

I pray…Jesus I need your Peace. I let go of it all. I receive your Peace. Help me 
not to grasp and control but to trust you and let your life flow in me and 
through me and through your Church. I let go of what others think of me and I 
trust in your love for me. Help me be a person of peace and not to yield to 
fear. I trust in your provision and your ability to sustain me through all things 
as I yield to your ways, your love and your freedom.  
                                                                                                                         Amen  



                                                       TREASURER’S NOTES 
 

Firstly a few thank-yous. 
 

To Mike for a brilliant concert in October that raised a further £460 for the gift 

Day Appeal. 

To all members of the Church for the marvellous total of over £19000 for the 

Gift Day appeal.  With Gift aid this should exceed £22000. 

To Jane Hughes for organising the Shoebox Appeal  and collecting 33 boxes 

and donations of approximately £60. 

 

Simplified Version of Accounts  2018 - 2019 
             
                            Income          Expenses 
 Offerings   42.4K Circuit Assessment 43.3K 
 Gift Aid  10.1K Donations   4.8K     
 Interest    0.1K Repairs/maintenance   8.9K 
 Lettings      8.8K           Insurance             4.1K 
 Bungalow                                6.5K Gas, Elec  TV, water, phone 8.7K 
 Circuit donation (Jo)             5.0K Caretaker         5.5K 
 Gift Day Donations             18.8K Cleaning materials          0.2K 
 Cornerstone donation  7.3K        Family worker                     12.1K 
 Other donations     6.3K        Admin            1.3K 
 Sunday Coffee   1.1K        Music/Organ           0.8K 
 Special Sunday Collections/         Sundries             4.3K 
 Funerals      4.3K        Sunday Coffee           1.1K 
     Sundries                                  2.9K         Special Sunday Collections/   
  Funerals              4.1K 
 

          Total receipts             £113.6K              Total expenditure      £99.2K 
 
Difference in receipts and expenditure →  Surplus of   →   £14.4K 

Bank balance 1/9/18 = £38.1K.        Bank balance 31/8/19 = £52.5 K.                                          

                   Difference  →   £14.4K 



Donations  2019-2020 
Following meetings this year, it has been decided to streamline the donations 
made by Menston Methodist Church in the coming years. The church will 
make payments of £750 to the following “Methodist charities”. This figure can 
be reviewed in the light of future finances. 
   
The figure of £750 is the total that will be paid and includes Sunday envelope 
collections.  The church also makes a donation (variable) to Churches together 
in Burley and Menston.   
    Action for Children 
   All we can   (Methodist relief & development fund) 
   Christians against Poverty (CAP)    
   Methodist Homes for the Aged 
   Methodist Women in Britain. 
   Mission in Britain 
   World Missions 
    
Proposed budget for 2019 to 2020 
The funding for Jo comes to an end in August 2020 and we will be unable, 
given our present year-on-year figures, to find the additional finance required 
from our own income. Because Tim has taken on additional responsibility, it is 
essential that Jo continues her work with us.  To enable this, we will need to 
apply for grants from elsewhere.  This will need to be in place before next 
September. 
 

The donations from the Gift Day were better than we could have imagined – 
with Gift Aid to come in June next year, the total should exceed £22K.   
I am therefore proposing to again set a neutral budget. We will be in a much 
better position at the end of the year to evaluate the overall financial position 
once all bills for fire/roof/security/bungalow upgrades are settled.  

                                                                                       David Brown 
  

 MIKE PRATT’S CD OF POPULAR ORGAN MUSIC 
containing music from his October recital 

Some of you may have already purchased this CD at the Christmas Fayre. 
In the event of a sell out he has offered to supply further copies on request  

Price £5    Proceeds in aid of the Gift Day Appeal. 
Please contact Michael on 07919 484153 or mike.pratt1@btinternet.com 



 

                YOUR CHRISTMAS CALENDAR 
 
ADVENT SUNDAY   Sunday 1 December @ St John’s 
9.30am Zest Service (informal service for all). 
11am Advent Service.   
Refreshments served between the Services. 
 
 

 

 

 

  NATIVITY & TOY SERVICE    Cafe style 
  in the Main Hall. Sunday 8 December @ 10.30am 
Come and share in our children’s Nativity Service. 

 

Toys (gender neutral & unwrapped for ages 0 to 16) to 
Bradford Refugee Action eg games, crafts, play dough, 
footballs (all new please).  Disposable nappies.  Monetary 
donations to The Salvation Army 

 
CAROL SINGING IN CORNERSTONE  
Thursday 19 December @ 10am 
All welcome to come and join the choir sing carols in 
Cornerstone. 
 

CORNERSTONE  Saturday 21 December 10am to 12 noon 
Teas and coffees will be free in Cornerstone today.  Please 
come and receive a special gift. 
 

The Cafe is closed from Monday 23 December until 
Thursday 2 January  
Open as usual from Saturday 4 January  
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                                                 CHRISTMAS CHEER 
 

      Ladies Please welcome you once again to their Christmas Concert 

In Menston Methodist Church Hall 

on Tuesday 17th December at 7.30pm 
 

Tickets are £7 and available from Sue Saul 01943 877526 

Proceeds for the Haematology & Oncology Day Unit Wharfedale General Hospital 

  CAROL SERVICE       Sunday 22 December @ 4pm 
Service of carols and readings followed by refreshments in 
the Main Hall.  All welcome. 
NO MORNING SERVICE AT MENSTON – 
ALL WELCOME AT BURLEY METHODIST AT 10.45 am. 
 
 
CHRISTINGLE 
Tuesday 24 December @ 4pm 
Come and share in our Christingle Service. 
All welcome.  Collection for Action for Children. 
 
 
CHRISTMAS DAY FAMILY SERVICE 
Wednesday 25 December @ 10.30am 
Come and celebrate the joy of Christmas  
morning with us.  All welcome. 
Collection for Action for Children 
 
 
FRIDAY CLUB CHRISTMAS PARTY 
Friday 28 December @ 4pm to 6pm 
Christmas Party fun, games and food for all 
7 to 13 year olds. 
 

https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-d&q=Haematology+%26+oncology+Day+Unit+Wharfedale+General+Hospital&spell=1&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiOyZb3ofvlAhX2ShUIHTOrDREQkeECKAB6BAgMECY


THEME PREACHING SERIES 

One of my favourite Christmas Carols is “Cradled in a manger, meanly laid the 
Son of Man his head,” by George Stringer Rowe. It contains words in the 2nd & 
3rd verses which help to lead us from our Christmas Celebrations into the 2nd 
part of our theme preaching project in the New Year. Rowe describes the 
unfathomable mystery of how the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem 2000 years ago 
can make a difference to the way we live our lives today, in these words: 
 

Happy all who hear the message of his coming from above; happier still who hail his 
coming, and with praises greet his love. Blessed Saviour, Christ most holy, in a 
manger thou didst rest; canst thou stoop again, yet lower, and abide within my 
breast? 
  

Evil things are there before thee; in the heart, where they have fed, wilt thou pitifully 
enter, Son of Man, and lay thy head? Enter, then, O Christ most holy; make a 
Christmas in my heart; make a heaven of my manger: it is heaven where thou art.” 
  

It is a carol which reminds us that the birth of Jesus physically in Bethlehem is 
a mirror of the possibility of the birth of Jesus spiritually in our hearts and 
minds today. He describes wherever Jesus being present as “heaven” and that 
includes our own hearts. 
Over the Autumn we have been thinking about the theme of “Being in Christ.” 
Through January and February our focus will be on “Growing in Christ.”We 
shall be considering some very well-known passages from the Epistles of St 
Paul and what they have to say to us about how we can grow more into the 
image and character of Jesus – how we can experience spiritual 
transformation which leads us to live differently! 
The dates, readings, themes and preachers will be as follow: 
Jan 12th Philippians 2: 1 – 16a, Imitating Christ, Rev Keith Reed 
Jan 19th Philippians 3: 1 – 14, Knowing Christ, Rev Tim Perkins 
Jan 26th Philippians 4: 4 – 9, Developing a Christ-like mind, Deacon Liz Day 
Feb 2nd Galatians 5: 1 – 26, Life in Christ, Rev Tim Perkins 
Feb 9th Ephesians 3: 14 – 21, How wide and long, Rev Roger Smith 
Feb 16th 1 Corinthians 13: 1 – 13, The Greatest of these, Rev Tim Perkins 
 

This theme links well with both our Christmas Celebrations and the book we 
are studying in our Covenant Groups, “The Life you’ve always wanted,” by 
John Ortberg. My prayer is that the Christmas Services, the Covenant Groups 
and our New Year theme preaching will enable us to experience the change 
and transformation that the divine love revealed in Jesus enables.       Rev Tim 



WEDNESDAY GROUP 

Since the start of our new programme in September we have had some varied 
and interesting evenings.  Our opening meeting was a  ‘Beetle’ evening and 
we entertained ourselves in fun and friendship.  Then followed an evening 
with Chris Grogan who transported us on ‘A Dales High Way’ with lovely slides 
of a long distance walk.  Lesley Noble came with friends from ‘Hug on a Tray’, 
a charity we have supported from this church, and gave us a lovely insight to 
the work they all do at Bexley Wing at St. James’ hospital.  We then welcomed 
Keith Tordoff from ‘The Oldest Sweet Shop in England’ who came with lots of 
sweets from our childhood, and explained where they came from and their 
medicinal qualities - little did we know when we were children that most of 
them were cough remedies camouflaged!  Judith and Yeadon Handbell 
Ringers gave us all an opportunity to ‘have a go’ at handbell ringing which was 
great fun, but we proved not anywhere as good as the lovely sound they 
made. 
 

As you can see we have fun, friendship and fellowship at our meetings and 
you are welcome to come and join us. We meet at 7.30 pm and our 
programme for the coming three months is: 
 

December 4th     Morrisons Community Champion - Sharon Callaghan 
     18th    Christmas Service 
January    15th    Quiz night 
                  29th   Menston in Bloom - Gemma Kellmanson 
February  12th   Games Evening - Marjorie Lees 
      26th   Let’s Have a Few Laughs Together – Patricia Clough 

 
FRIDAY FRIENDSHIP GROUP 

 If you are not otherwise committed on Friday afternoons, for an hour or so 
from 2.00 pm, you would be made very welcome at this relaxed, informal and 
of course, friendly, group. The programme of talks, films, musical afternoons 
and occasional meal out provides a selection to suit all interests.  Our 
programme for the coming three months includes: 
December  13th  Carol Service 
January 10th Social Meeting with Game of Beetle 
  24th Mercury Surprise Film - Roy & Jean Vickers 
February  7th It Takes Two to Write - Susan Pape   
  21st A  Musical Afternoon - Keith and Julie 



                                                CHURCH GARDEN 
 

We have all admired the work of Julie and Steve Jennings who during the 
Spring & Summer months have put in much work to transform our garden 
into an eye catching area, more easily maintained by retaining a number of 
shrubs and roses whilst introducing planters on individual bases, set into a 
bed of slate chippings to control weeds. Many passersby have stopped to 
comment on how attractive it looked. 
  
Judith Johns contributed the following item, originally from Gillingham 
Methodist Circuit but which she found in a Guiding booklet. It seems the very 
opposite of ‘easy gardening’ but one which we can all aim to achieve! 
 

                                               The Church Garden 
   

First plant five rows of ‘Peas’  -            Then plant five rows of Lettuce -  
Presence Let us be Faithful to duty 
Promptness Let us be Loyal & Unselfish 
Preparation Let us be True to our obligations 
Purity Let us Obey rules and regulations 
Perseverance Let us Love one another 
 
Next, plant three rows of Squash - No garden is complete without turnips -   
Squash Gossip Turn up with a smile 
Squash Criticism Turn up with new ideas 
Squash Indifference Turn up with the determination 
 to make everything count for 
 something good and worthwhile. 
 
 
                                    NEW YEAR'S PRAYER 

Let us live each day in the most loving ways, the God-conscious way.  

Let us serve all who are in need, regardless of race, colour or creed.  

May your year be filled with peace, prosperity and love.  

May God's blessings shower upon you and bestow upon each of you a bright, 

healthy and peaceful New Year. 



                               LOCAL & GLOBAL   
The Local & Global Team which is an amalgamation of the 
Social Justice and Church & Community Teams has embarked 
on achieving Eco Church status.  The bronze, silver and gold 
awards are divided into 5 categories:  Worship & Teaching, 

Buildings, Land, Community & Global Engagement, and Lifestyle. 
As part of the Lifestyle category we aim to make our church community more 
environmentally sustainable.  We would like to encourage our members, 
whenever possible, to: 

 Walk or cycle to church 

 Reduce dependence on cars 

 Reduce personal energy consumption 

 Limit waste by reducing, re-using and recycling. 

We hope to achieve our Bronze Award in early 2020. 
 

REVERSE ADVENT CALENDAR  We are again the supporting the Wharfedale 
Refugee Response Reverse Advent Calendar.  Take a large strong cardboard 
box and each day of Advent put one essential tinned or dry food, drink item or 
hygiene product in the box.  To donate your box seal it up and take to Burley 
in Wharfedale Methodist Church on Sunday 5 January 2020 between 1pm and 
8pm.  Please include 2 heavy duty bags-for-life so the contents can be carried 
home on public transport.  Please no porridge oats, pork or baked beans.  
The boxes will be given to those in most need in the Leeds and Bradford area.  
Please see notice boards for a poster giving full details. 
 

TENNIS CLUB 
Despite a dwindling pool of members who are fit and able play, we have 
managed to get at least four players on court on Monday mornings and 
occasionally on a Friday evening.  The creation of a ‘What’s App’ group has 
enabled members to keep in touch with each other to arrange games.  The 
junior coaching during the summer was again well supported and we are 
delighted with the progress our junior members are making. 
 

We would welcome new players to join our small friendly Club.  Our social 
play is on a Monday morning, when table tennis is also available, and also a 
Friday evening,  If you are interested please contact Jalna on 870871 or pop 
along to the court behind the Church on a Monday – when it isn’t raining! 

 



FRIDAY CLUB 
for all 7 to 13 year olds is now in its 9th year. We meet on a Friday evening – 
usually on the last Friday of the month – for fun, games and activities with a 
Christian emphasis.   
In September we spent at weekend at Marrick Priory Outdoor Education  
Centre near Richmond.  This was the fifth year we have been there and 18 
young people enjoyed a wonderful weekend of outdoor activities, challenges 
and friendship. Further information about Friday Club  
from Joy (07565 310890) and Jalna (870871). 

 

‘LADIES IN RETIREMENT’ 
Our Church Fundraising Committee is about to lose three significant team 
members who have been involved for many years. Maureen Hobson as 
Secretary /events organiser together with Barbara Hobson and Jean Hughes 
who have prepared and served refreshments. We all much appreciate their 
contributions and hope that there will be others willing to fill their shoes. 
 

Fundraising will fall within the remit of the new Local & Global Team of which 
Jalna Jenkins is Leader. She would be pleased to have a chat with anyone who 
feels they can assist with events. Coffee Mornings are reduced in number with 
the Christmas Fayre being the most significant. Hopefully the recent one will 
have been a great success as usual. As we go to press results are not known. 
 

Thank you Maureen, Barbara and Jean for all your time and effort on behalf of 
MMC.  

MESSAGE FROM THE ‘FLOWER LADIES’ 
 

For many years we have been fortunate to be able to decorate our Church  
with flowers every Sunday, thanks to the generous financial contributions 
from our congregation, to the flower arrangers and distributors. 
 

Unfortunately, this weekly pastoral service may have to change due to the 
retirement of some of our helpers. We will endeavour to provide fresh 
flowers for as long as we are able and for as many weeks as possible. 
However, we would really appreciate the involvement of members of the 
congregation, the donors and arrangers, alongside our diminishing number of 
distributors, in order to continue this valuable, long standing service. 
“The flowers delivered show that someone is sharing your sadness, your 
anxiety and/or your happiness” 



SERVICES DECEMBER TO FEBRUARY 
 

On Advent Sunday, Dec 1st we are invited to join with our friends at St Johns  
in worship. They would be delighted to welcome us to both their 9.30am 
informal service “Zest” and to their more traditional 11.00am service, at 
which Rev Tim will be preaching. Refreshments are served between the 
Services. 
  

Dec    8th  10.30 am Nativity and Toy Service  (Cafe style in Main Hall) 

                6.00 pm Circuit Service at Pool Methodist Church 

         15th  10.30 am Revd Shanon DeLaureal 

         22nd    4.00 pm Carol Service:  Deacon Liz Day  (No Morning Worship) 

         24th     4.00 pm Christingle Service:  Revd Tim Perkins 

  11.30 pm Christmas Eve Communion at St John’s 

         25th 10.30 am Christmas Day Celebration:   Revd Tim Perkins 

         29th   10.45 am Joint Service at Burley Methodist Church 

Jan      5th   10.30 am Joint Covenant Service with John’s at this Church: 

   Revd Steve Proudlove     

          12th  10.30 am Revd Keith Reed   

         6.00 pm Circuit Service at Burley 

          19th  10.30 am Revd Tim Perkins  

          26h   10.30 am Deacon Liz Day 

Feb     2nd  10.30 am Revd Tim Perkins   (including Holy Communion) 

           9th 10.30 am Revd Roger Smith 

          6.00pm Circuit Service at Addingham 

       16th  10.30am Revd Tim Perkins 

 23rd   10.30am  Dr David Gouldesborough  
 

 
ECUMENICAL PRAYERS  

Held weekly on Wednesdays from 9.00 – 9.30am 
 

December  at  St John’s Parish Church 

January  at  SS Fisher Roman Catholic Church 

February  at  Burley Methodist Church 



SUNDAY ROTAS 
                                  

            Stewards                                  Reader                  Organist/Pianist 

Dec   8 Mick Dock & 
Margaret  Stansfield 

Sue Bolton Cafe Worship 

pm 15  Sue Bolton & Sue White  Andrew Sage           Mike Pratt 

     22 Mick Dock & Judith Johns Keith Selkirk           Mike Pratt 

     24 
    

Sue Bolton & 
Margaret  Stansfield 

           Mike Pratt 

     25 Sue White  Mike Pratt 

     29 Service at Burley 
Methodist Church 

         

J Jan    5  Mick Dock & Sue Brown Eleanor Cree      Mike Pratt 

     12 Sue Bolton & Sue White Gerald Myers        Mike Pratt 

     19 Judith Johns &  
Margaret Stansfield 

Peter Normandale        Mike Pratt 

     25 Mick Dock & Sue Brown Elizabeth Loy        Mike Pratt 

Feb   2 Sue Bolton & Sue White Ken Brown        Mike Pratt 

       9 Sue Brown & Mick Dock David Peacock        Mike Pratt 

     16 Judith Johns &  
Margaret Stansfield 

Judith Johns        Mike Pratt 

     23 Sue Bolton & Sue White Maureen Hobson        Mike Pratt 

 

We acknowledge the contributions teams make in supporting Sunday worship 
  

SOUND SYSTEM:   David Walls; Evan Johns; Andrew Sage & Ken Brown 

POWER POINT:     David Brown; Paul Cree;  Krizzler Cree & Paul Plummer  

COMMUNION  STEWARDS:  Ruth Pringle; John Ledbetter and Charlotte Montague 

FLOWERS:    Our weekly Notices indicate who the flowers are kindly donated by 

The flower teams are: 

Arrangers:   Sandra Harder; Jane Hughes; Marjorie Lees; Thelma Price & Ruth Pringle. 

Distributors:  Nan Johnstone & Yvonne Strothard; June Blue; Jean Hughes & Barbara 

                         Hobson; Hazel Sage & family; Jo Dixon; Kate Winter & Aileen Gray. 



                                                        
                                                       USEFUL CONTACTS 

 

Church Council Secretary Julie Jennings  876455 
 

Team Leaders: 

Children & Youth Work            Rachel Martins 07496 591498 

  Cornerstone David Brown 873875 

  Local & Global Jalna Jenkins 870871 

  Pastoral Judith Johns  872892 

 Property & Finance  Margaret Paine  878572 

  Worship, Learning & Spirituality to be appointed   

   

Treasurer/Envelope Scheme  David Brown  873875 

Gift Aid  David Walls 875240 

  

  Church Organist  Michael Pratt  876558 

  Senior Choir Eleanor Cree 875637 

  Vivace (Youth) Choir Eleanor Cree      “                           

 

  Snr Communion Steward Ruth Pringle 874127 

  

 Church Library   Margaret Stansfield    875274 

Drama Group Sue Saul 877526 

 Flower Rota/ Distribution Thelma Price  875746 

          “        “    Assistant  Jane Hughes  875999 

 Fundraising  Jalna Jenkins  873573 

 Messenger Editor Margaret Paine 878572 

 Safeguarding  Charlotte Montague   872370 

                 (children)  Sue Brown  873875 

                 (vulnerable adults)  

  Sun Cub & Crèche Sue Bolton 879861 

  Tennis Club Jalna Jenkins 870871  

  Wednesday Group Ruth Pringle 874127 

  Walking Group Bruce Chalmers  511571 

 Friday Friendship Group Maureen Hobson       873573 



CHURCH MISSION 

 Loving God and Loving our Neighbours 

Our calling is to respond to the gospel of God’s love in Jesus Christ 

and to live as his followers. 

We do this through worship, learning and caring, 

service, and evangelism. 

 
                    
 

  CORNERSTONE CAFE 

 

Is open  Monday,  Tuesday & Thursday from  10.00 am -  1.30 pm 
                                             (last orders 1.15pm) 

 

                  and   Saturdays from  10.00 am – 12.00 noon  

       See centre page for special for Christmas and New Year opening hours 

                              
We aim to provide a warm welcome to all customers in our community cafe, 
providing tasty snacks - and also friendship within the volunteer teams. The 
daily ‘supervisors’ are supported by two or three helpers, working for three 
hours on a two weekly rota. We also currently support a number of charities 
chosen annually, donating around 10% of the menu prices. 

 

Please contact Judith Johns (872892) 
if you would like to discuss the opportunities available. 

 
 

We currently urgently need additional Cashiers - please speak  
to David Brown (873875) if you could help 


