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Preparation 

 
In preparation for worship, read or listen to the words of this song by Hillsong United: 
 
Falling on my knees in worship, 
Giving all I am to seek your face, 
Lord all I am is yours. 
 

My whole life I place in your hands, 
God of mercy, humbled, I bow down 
In your presence at your throne. 
 

I called you answered 
And you came to my rescue  
And I want to be where you are 
 

In My life be lifted high 
In our world be lifted high 
In our love be lifted high!

Call to Worship 
 
God of mighty, awesome power - in your presence we find the strength to call on your name 

and to enter your presence with joy and thanksgiving whatever our circumstance. 

God of creative, life-giving power – as we become aware of your presence our eyes are opened 

to the beauty that surrounds us in nature, in the faces of those we love and even in ourselves 
as we celebrate the fingerprints you left on our hearts when you formed us in your image. 
God of the power of boundless love – as we draw near to you, our hearts are filled 
with the knowledge that your kindness and mercy will follow us every moment of our lives. 
Amen.    

Song 

Bless the Lord oh my soul 
Oh my soul 
Worship His Holy name 
Sing like never before 
Oh my soul 
I'll worship Your Holy name 

The sun comes up 
It's a new day dawning 
It's time to sing Your song again 
Whatever may pass 
And whatever lies before me 
Let me be singing 
When the evening comes 

Bless the Lord oh my soul 
 

Your name is great 
And Your heart is kind 
For all Your goodness 
I will keep on singing 
Ten thousand reasons 
For my heart to find 

Bless the Lord oh my soul… 

And on that day 
When my strength is failing 
The end draws near 
And my time has come 
Still my soul will sing Your praise unending 
Ten thousand years and then forevermore 

Reading 
2 Corinthians 5: 11 - 21 

 

 
 

                         The Methodist Church 



Sermon: Ministry of Reconciliation 
The sermon can be viewed at www.burleymethodist.org 

Alternatively, the written text is provided below 

 
Song 

Read or listen to the words of this song by Phil Wickham 
 
How great the chasm that lay between us 
How high the mountain I could not climb 
In desperation, I turned to heaven 
And spoke Your name into the night 
Then through the darkness, Your loving-kindness 
Tore through the shadows of my soul 
The work is finished, the end is written 
Jesus Christ, my living hope 
 
Who could imagine so great a mercy? 
What heart could fathom such boundless grace? 
The God of ages stepped down from glory 
To wear my sin and bear my shame 
The cross has spoken, I am forgiven 
The King of kings calls me His own 
Beautiful Savior, I'm Yours forever 
Jesus Christ, my living hope 
 
Hallelujah, praise the One who set me free 
Hallelujah, death has lost its grip on me 

You have broken every chain 
There's salvation in Your name 
Jesus Christ, my living hope 
 
Then came the morning that sealed the promise 
Your buried body began to breathe 
Out of the silence, the Roaring Lion 
Declared the grave has no claim on me 
Then came the morning that sealed the promise 
Your buried body began to breathe 
Out of the silence, the Roaring Lion 
Declared the grave has no claim on me 
Jesus, Yours is the victory, whoa! 
 
Hallelujah, praise the One who set me free 
Hallelujah, death has lost its grip on me 
You have broken every chain 
There's salvation in Your name 
Jesus Christ, my living hope 
Jesus Christ, you’re my living hope. 

 
 

Prayers 
Where we have fixed our eyes on the things of this world and forgotten that you are with us, 
Instead of clinging to an awareness of your loving presence in every moment, 
Lord, forgive us. 
 
Where we have allowed ourselves to become distracted by all that the world offers, 
Neglecting to look for you hand in our lives or to listen for your voice in our hearts. 
Lord, forgive us. 
 
Where we have put our own needs first and acted carelessly or selfishly, 
Instead of showing your love in generous and self-sacrificial ways to everyone we meet, 
Lord, forgive us. 
 
Where we have followed the ways of vengeance or violence in our words and actions, 
Holding onto resentment and resisting reconciliation with our brothers and sisters in Christ, 
Lord, forgive us. 
 
Where we have forgotten your merciful grace and tried to make ourselves worthy by human effort, 
Rather than trusting in the redemptive power of your justifying grace… 
When we get caught up in a sense of shame and separation, 
Believing the lie that we are unloved. 
Lord, may we know that we are forgiven. 
 

We lift the needs of others into your abounding love and power 
The broken and the bereaved; the lost, forlorn or lonely; 
The sick and the dying; the vulnerable and frightened; 
The weary ones in need of encouragement and strength. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Blessing  

http://www.burleymethodist.org/


Sermon: The Ministry of Reconciliation 
Rev Michael Faulkner 
 
Today’s theme is the Ministry of Reconciliation. The phrase comes from what we know as Paul’s second letter 

to the Corinthians – chapter 5, v18: All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has 

given us the ministry of reconciliation.  

Unlike some theological words, we’re off to a flying start with reconciliation. It’s a word we use in real life. We 

talk about spouses or partners who have been at odds, coming to a point of reconciliation. We talk about two 

sides reconciling their differences in order to come to an agreement. Fundamentally, reconciliation is about 

coming back into a relationship.  That’s what God has done for us says Paul. He has made it possible for us 

to come back into a relationship.  

Paul spends his life trying to spell out the same message. He uses different pictures to try and convey what 

God has done. It’s like the law courts, about being found not guilty, says Paul. He calls that justification. It’s 

like a slave whose freedom has been bought for them. He calls that redemption. It’s like the old temple 

sacrifices where an animal slaughtered buys acceptance by God. He calls that atonement. Reconciliation is 

another of those words. It’s like a family where the child has become estranged from the parent – and now 

we’re back in a proper relationship. 

Being restored to a proper relationship with God changes things. Because as Paul reminds us, we who have 

been reconciled to God now have a ministry of reconciliation. An important part of that is that we now see our 

fellow human beings differently. Everyone is loved by God in the same way. “From now on”, says Paul, “we 

regard no-one from a human point of view”. And “If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation.” To the person 

who is “in Christ”, the whole world, and everyone in it, looks different. You can talk about what God has done 

for us in Christ in many different ways – but reconciliation seems a good word for our present times.  

There is so much need for reconciliation all around us. 

 

1) Let’s begin in the church. When I was rural minister in the 1990s, I had a Circuit Steward who was a 

“captain of industry”. He had been the head man for Europe and the Middle East for a major engineering firm. 

He had been involved in industrial negotiations at many levels. Coming along to one of my Church Council 

meetings, which we knew might be difficult, he observed afterwards that he thought that it had been the most 

unpleasant meeting he had ever been to in his life. What happens to Methodist people in meetings? 

I fear that as we come to considering the “God in Love Unites Us” report, we may lose sight of this ministry of 

reconciliation. Why do we find it so hard to accept that Christians hold sincere but differing convictions about 

many things? Why do we find it so hard to accept that people who hold different opinions take the bible every 

bit as seriously as we do? Have we forgotten the bottom line: when the Corinthians earlier were falling out 

with each other, Paul reminded them that “no-one can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit.” We 

belong together because Christ unites us, not because we all speak and think the same. 

In my last Circuit, in London, there was a Local Preacher who was gay and lived with his partner. He later 

became a Circuit Steward. The other Circuit Steward was a woman from Ghana. As you may know, African 

Christians tend to take a very traditional view of sexuality, and this woman was no exception. But they 

worked together quite happily. I remember one occasion when she gave him a great big friendly hug. Then 

she stood back and said something like: “Mind you, I still don’t approve of your life style.” Then she gave him 

another great big hug.  If we are to be a church that demonstrates this ministry of reconciliation in action, 

then we have a primary responsibility to make sure we are reconciled with our brothers and sisters. 

 

2) But then we need to look beyond the church to the wider world. Before the current crisis we lived through 

several years of ever nastier politics.  The debate about the pros and cons of leaving the EU became no 

more than a slanging match between people on both sides. Who would have imagined that a sitting 

Yorkshire MP would be murdered in cold blood by a fanatic who declared her a traitor because of her political 

views? And for the three and a half years since the referendum, that bitter language continued. 

The current crisis has changed the landscape dramatically. There’s been an outpouring of kindness and 

thoughtfulness in all sorts of ways. At the same time, there are still those tweeting unpleasantness and 

hatred: “I hope the PM dies.” “ I’m glad it’s killing more ethic minority people.” 



An American friend of ours tells us that every time Trump appears on the TV, she pretends to shoot him. It’s 

only in fun, of course. But the proper response to the politician whose views we abhor is not that, but rather 

to hold them before God and to pray that they may be more open to the Holy Spirit.  

The other day, the man who delivers our bread said he thought we might emerge from all this as nicer 

people. I hope he’s right. But if it’s going to happen, it’s clear that it won’t just depend on other people. We 

each have a part to play in this ministry of reconciliation. As we go along our way, remember that it is the little 

things, the casual words, that can bring division – or build the opposite – reconciliation. 

 

3) Finally, what about the earth, our home?  Last week we celebrated earth day – an idea that was born in 

1970, 50 years ago. It’s taken a long time, but gradually we have become aware of the need to live in 

harmony with the planet, and not simply regard it as a resource to be used however suits us. As people, we 

have become very much alienated from the natural world. We enjoy it, we appreciate it, but in many ways we 

tend to forget we are part of it.  The ministry of reconciliation requires us to be reconciled to our environment 

in a way that establishes a new relationship. 

 

Even in a few short weeks, the world around has begun to respond to our kinder style of living.  The air is 

cleaner, and healthier for us all to breathe. Wildlife has already begun to flourish in places that would have 

been unlikely a few weeks ago. Again, we wonder how things will be after the coronavirus situation is 

resolved. Will we have learned some lessons? 

 

Whether the world as a whole is changed, we wait to see. But as Paul reminds us in Romans (8,19) “the 

creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God; .... in hope that the creation itself 

will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God.  In 

some way far ahead of his time, Paul saw long ago that God’s love for everything created demands care for 

every created thing. And those of us who claim to know God’s love, are called to play our part in this ministry 

of reconciliation. 

 

I keep seeing references, even reading articles, about “the new normal” that lies ahead. What will that new 

normal be like when all this is over? We don’t really know. But we do know that we want it to be a world in 

which kindness and acceptance are normal; where people are reconciled to each other and to God; and to 

the planet we belong to. And for that to happen, each and every one of us has to take our share in the 

ministry of reconciliation. 

 

 


