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Prayer for Trinity Sunday 
 

God our creator mothering the earth and all it’s creatures nourishing and sustaining all that lives. We praise 

you God our companion, walking beside us in the stranger, greeting us as your friend.  

We praise you.  

God our challenge and our delight bringing truth, inspiring adventure, wild, untameable Spirit of Life.  

We praise you.  

In company with the saints, in harmony with one another, in peace with the earth, in chorus with the heavens. 

Let us say as one:  

We praise you, Triune God of love. AMEN 

Song
 

King of kings, Majesty 
God of Heaven living in me 
Gentle Saviour, closest friend 
Strong Deliverer, beginning and end 
All within me falls at Your throne 
 
Your Majesty, I can but bow 
I lay my all before You now 
In royal robes I don't deserve 
I live to serve Your Majesty 
 

Earth and Heaven worship You 
Love eternal, Faithful and True 
Who bought the nations, ransomed souls 
Brought this sinner near to Your throne 
All within me cries out in praise. 
 
Your Majesty, I can but bow 
I lay my all before You now 
In royal robes I don't deserve 
I live to serve Your Majesty 

Prayer (by Vivien Pitts) 
 

In the beginning, God’s spirit moved over the face of the deep. The word was with God in the beginning. God 

made human beings, breathing the breath of life into them. The word was with God and the word was God. 

Nothing was made without him. The word became flesh and dwelt among us, Jesus, the light of the world. He 

lived our human life.  His own people rejected him. He died on a cross. But God raised him up. He is the 

Prince of Life, victor over the grave. He breathed his spirit upon his disciples, filling them with power and 

purpose. He sends his spirit on us today, empowering us, like them, to proclaim that Jesus Christ is the Son 

of God, the Lord of all; to make his name known to the ends of the earth; to love as he has loved; to live our 

lives as a daily offering of worship. 

And so we bring our praise to you O God. Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Thank you for your gift of life, for the 

immense variety of life forms on our planet, for the beauty of the world around us. Thank you for the gift of 

your Son Jesus, who walked in our shoes, wept and laughed, mourned and rejoiced with us, who shows us 

we are one family, sisters and brothers and who continually draws us to your side. Thank you for the Spirit’s 

encouragement to draw upon a strength beyond our own. The inspiration to dream dreams, and capture 

visions. The wind beneath our wings of faith that makes us rise to meet new challenges. Creating, 

redeeming, and empowering God, meet with us here we pray. Be glorified in our time of worship. Be glorified 

in our lives. Be glorified in your church. Be glorified in all the world. Amen. 

Song 

The splendour of a King, clothed in majesty 

Let all the Earth rejoice, all the Earth rejoice 

He wraps himself in light  

and darkness tries to hide 

And trembles at His voice, trembles at his voice. 

 

How great is our God, sing with me 

How great is our God, and all will see 

How great, how great is our God 

Age to age He stands, and time is in His hands 

Beginning and the end, beginning and the end. 

The Godhead Three in One 

Father Spirit Son, 

The Lion and the Lamb, the Lion and the Lamb 

 

How great is our God, sing with me 

How great is our God, and all will see 

How great, how great is our God 

                         The Methodist Church 



All Age Talk (Deacon Liz Day) 
 

When I was young I remember doing end of year tests. In the English test we were sometimes given a word 
and asked to write down the opposite word at the side. Left and Right. Up and down. In and out. Strong and 
weak. Some words – although not opposites fit together in the same way, particularly names: If I said Pinky 
and… Perky. Morcambe and Wise. Ant and Dec. Anna and Elsa (from Frozen). 
 
If you’re into DIY you’ll know “Merrit and Fryers.” There’s a song called Love and Marriage the more senior 
watchers will know. Love and Marriage, love and marriage, go together like a horse and carriage… the last 
line of the chorus is “You can’t have one without the other.” Today is Trinity Sunday – when we think about 
the Holy Trinity – that’s God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit. Christians really can’t have one without the other.  
God the father, the creator sent his son to show us what his way of loving was like and the holy spirit came to 
help us live together in God’s love. They are three and yet all part of the one God. You simply can’t have one 
without the other. 

 
Prayer of Confession (by Vivien Pitts) 

 
Faithful God, forgive us when we are faithless. Loving God, forgive us when we replace love with 
complacency, neglect, and self-centredness. Pardoning God, when we are unwilling to forgive others, remind 
us of the debt we owe to you, how many times you have overlooked our failings, and not counted our wrongs 
against us. Life giving God, take away our hearts of stone. Renew your spirit within us, that in us your image 
might burn brightly, and through us your love might be shown. Let our ears be attentive to your word and 
listen with compassion to the cries of those who seek justice. Let us look upon the world around us with the 
eyes of Christ to seek the lost, lift up the oppressed and share God’s good gifts with those in need. And so 
raise us up, Lord, to serve you in newness of life, to the glory of your Holy name. Amen. 

 
Reading 

 

Romans 5: 1 - 5 

 
Sermon 

The sermon can be viewed at www.burleymethodist.org 
Alternatively, the written sermon is provided below 

 

Hymn 
 
1.Eternal God, your love's tremendous glory 
cascades through life in overflowing grace, 
to tell creation's meaning in the story 
of love evolving love from time and space. 
 
2.Eternal Son of God, uniquely precious, 
in you, deserted, scorned, crucified, 
God's love has fathomed sin and death's deep 
darkness, 
and flawed humanity is glorified. 
 
3.Eternal Spirit, with us like a mother, 
embracing us in love serene and pure: 
 

 
you nurture strength to follow Christ our brother, 
as full-grown children, confident and sure. 
 
4.Love's trinity, self-perfect, self-sustaining; 
love which commands, enables, and obeys: 
you give yourself, in boundless joy, creating 
one vast increasing harmony of praise. 
 
5.We ask you now, complete your image in us; 
this love of yours, our source and guide and goal. 
May love in us seek love and serve love's purpose, 
till we ascend with Christ and find love whole 

Prayer for Others (by Vivien Pitts) 
 

 
Make us ready, Lord, to frame our prayers. Align our thoughts with the mind of Christ. 
Lay upon our hearts what it is we should pray for today. 
 
Let us welcome the Holy Spirit, who aids us in our praying. 
Enlarge our vision beyond our little sphere. Let us be unafraid. We shall not be overwhelmed,  
For there is no distress beyond the reach of your loving care. 
We do not know the answers to life’s problems, but we trust in you, Loving God. 
Through faith you work miracles and move mountains. Your love never ends. 

http://www.burleymethodist.org/


 
Let us pray for the poorest of the poor, not always in the news. 
Those who share crowded refugee camps 
In impossible proximity, 
And have nothing with which to fight a deathly virus. 
Those who are battling plagues of locusts, 
Staring famine in the face. 
Those who have no security, but are encircled by violent conflict. 
Those whose homes and livelihoods have been ravaged by storms. 
Merciful Lord, hear our prayer 
 
Let us pray for children and young people the world over. 
Those who don’t receive education and the chance of a better life. 
Those whose lives are always threatened by disease, or by the lack of clean water. 
Those who need medical care but it is beyond their reach. 
Those who are vulnerable because they are street children, with no family to care for them. 
Let us pray for UK children returning to school after lockdown.  
Their teachers, striving to make things safe for them. Parents who are anxious or uncertain what to do.  
Children and young people continuing to learn at home, separated from their friends . 
Merciful Lord, hear our prayer 
  
Let us pray for equality and respect in all our communities. 
Lord, years ago your prophets preached your message, urging us to stand for justice,  
to practise right relations, to challenge prejudice, exploitation, or ill treatment by the powerful. 
Their voice echoes down the years. 
Christ, your gospel is good news for the poor, sight for the blind, liberty to the oppressed.  
Let us hear the cry of those who need our solidarity. May your church champion the ways that lead to peace. 
Merciful Lord, hear our prayer 
 
Let us pray for our leaders, our parliament, local and central government. 
Lord we ask for wisdom to make the right decisions 
as we move into a different phase in our response to the pandemic. 
Let us pray for our nation and all its people, recognising those who are more vulnerable than most. 
Let us pray that we will remember to act in ways that protect others rather than fulfiling our own desires 
Merciful Lord, hear our prayer 
 
Now we pray for those who are in special need at this time. 
We lift up to you the bereaved, the depressed, the lonely, the sick. 
People facing unemployment or financial stress, all those who are anxious about the future. 
We take a moment to pray for particular people and situations we know about 
 Merciful Lord, hear our prayer 
 
Lord, we are your church, the instrument of your mission 
at this time of challenge and change. 
Help us to seek your face and listen to your voice. 
Fill us with your spirit, and send us out 
Bringing your love  to the needs of the community and standing beside those for whom we pray 
So may we declare and demonstrate your coming Kingdom, Be beacons of hope, 
And witnesses to your never failing love Which is for all people. 
In Christ’s name we pray. Amen 
 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Blessing 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God  
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all, now and forever more. Amen 

 
 

“King of Kings Majesty” by Jarrod Cooper 



Sermon: Holy Trinity 
By Deacon Liz Day 

 
So, Father, Son and Holy Spirit – just like the song says you can’t have one without the other! (Love and Marriage!)  
When we think of certain people, usually celebrities, we automatically think of them in relation to someone else. 
Famous duos such as Morcambe and Wise, Ant and Dec, Si and Dave (Hairy Bikers) have become household 
names and feel like friends because of the way they communicate with each other and with us through our television 
screens.  
 
I don’t know if any of you are Strictly fans? You’ll either be cheering or groaning at that question! But I love it. The 
judges often stress the importance of the necessary chemistry between a couple who are dancing together in the 
competition. Over the weeks of the show, we do notice relationships developing between the couples, and on 
occasions these develop into intimate friendships. Although the competitors are not encouraged to fall in love with 
one another – close friendships inevitably develop as they spend a great deal of time with one another in training 
and exploring deep emotions through the very nature of dance itself. Those who do not or who cannot enter into this 
kind of relationship and allow themselves to be open to such emotional expression, don’t often get very far in the 
competition. On Trinity Sunday, very few preachers concentrate on the complexities of the theology surrounding the 
divinity of Jesus, the status of Father, Son and Holy Spirit etc. 
 
Today we tend to look at the Trinity in terms of relationship or community. I want to us to think about the relationship 
between God, Jesus and the Spirit and what it means for us to be in a relationship with God as individuals. But first 
we have to establish what kind of relationship God wants us to enter into with him. We all know people who have 
unhealthy relationships with one another and with God. People turn their back on relatives and friends for many 
reasons and cannot understand how anyone could be in a loving relationship with a God who seems so silent in the 
face of the evil we see in our world or in their own personal suffering. But just like the competitors on Strictly, if we 
embark on the Christian journey, we are expected to form close relationships, explore our emotions and experience 
a certain amount of self discovery. And just like the dancers, if we don’t enter into the relationship properly, we won’t 
get far on our journey. One translation of our reading I came across for verse one was this: “Since then, we have 
been put in a right relationship with God in consequence of faith, let us enjoy peace with him, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” 
 
So the relationship God is offering to us is one of peace and is achieved through trusting faith not through following 
a guide book or instructions. Think again about the dancers. They can learn the steps, the poses – follow the 
music in perfect rhythm but if they execute the performance without ‘feeling’ or without ‘telling the story’ – it falls flat. 
Now think about when we can return to church and we are singing a hymn or worship song together. We can simply 
sing the words in correct time and pitch, or we can feel the words and respond to them in our hearts. It’s then we 
are worshipping, because we have entered into this relationship with God and discovered peace through his grace 
and the words resonate with us at so many levels.  
 
And it’s Jesus who has opened up this opportunity to be in relationship with God, Jesus himself and the Holy Spirit 
which has poured out God’s love on us. Through his life, death and resurrection, Jesus showed us how close we 
can be to God, how much he loves us and how much he wants us to love one another. And the Holy Spirit gives us 
the inspiration, motivation and strength to enter into this relationship fully. It develops in time and we learn through 
our struggles, says Paul. We grow stronger and more resilient as we realise that we are held in God’s love 
and yet remain vulnerable and humble as we discover who we are through him. Being in relationship with the Trinity 
is knowing the inner peace through the realisation that we are forgiven our wrongdoings and that we of great value 
and worth to our wonderful God. It’s a relationship God invites us into and it holds great challenges as we travel 
deeper into it and realise what God wants. He wants us to be his reflection in the world – the true image bearers we 
are meant to be. We are not called to stand on the periphery – but to dive into this relationship with 
everything that we are. 
 
So are we going to accept the invitation to come into God’s presence and be in relationship with him? Are we going 
to let Jesus guide our lives and the Spirit inspire us to love and to give of ourselves? And are we gong to take up 
the challenge to be his image bearers of today? 
 
Amen 
 
 
King of Kings, by Jarrod Cooper 
How Great is Our God, by Chris Tomlin, Ed Cash, Jesse Reeves 
Eternal God, your love’s tremendous glory, by Alan Gaunt 
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