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   Song
In Christ alone my hope is found, 
He is my light, my strength, my song 
This Cornerstone, this solid Ground 
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 
What heights of love, what depths of peace 
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease 
My Comforter, my All in All 
Here in the love of Christ I stand. 
 
There in the ground His body lay, 
Light of the world by darkness slain: 
Then bursting forth in glorious day 
Up from the grave He rose again 

And as He stands in victory 
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me, 
For I am His and He is mine 
Bought with the precious blood of Christ 
 
No guilt in life, no fear in death, 
This is the power of Christ in me 
From life's first cry to final breath, 
Jesus commands my destiny 
No power of hell, no scheme of man, 
Can ever pluck me from His hand 
Till He returns or calls me home 
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand. 

 
Prayer of Adoration and Confession 

 
‘This is the day that the Lord has made- let us rejoice and be glad in it’ 
Lord of our lives we come to worship you, we offer our praise and thankfulness- 
For your constant presence day by day, for your guiding hand as we live our lives 
For your love experienced in our lives in multiple ways,  
For your graciousness in moving towards us as we cry out to you 
For the beauty and splendour of your creation we see day by day surrounding us 
For the gifts and skills we discover within others as well as ourselves 
For the people we know and those who enter our lives- 
sometimes to nurture, sometimes to challenge but always to show something of you to us 
For the relationship we can have with you and with each other 
But even as we offer you praise and thankfulness,  
we know we have fallen short of what we are meant to be. Forgive us  
For silence when we should have spoken out, for inaction when action is necessary 
For taking the wrong path and sticking to it, for concentrating on our own needs despite others needs  
For prejudices that we find hard to overcome, for the fears which creep into our souls 
Through your healing power make us whole. Show us how to live and love opening our hearts and lives to the 
presence of your Spirit.  In the name of Jesus- our Saviour and our Friend- we pray and ask that you bless us as 
we offer them. Amen  

(Margaret Cook) 
 

All Age Talk 
Deacon Liz Day 

 

Song 
Your grace is enough, more than I need 
At your word I will believe 
I wait for you, draw near again 
Let your spirit make me new 
And I will fall at your feet 
I will fall at your feet 
And I will worship you here 
 
Your presence in me, Jesus light the way 
By the power of your word 
I am restored, I am redeemed 
By your spirit I am free 
And I will fall at your feet 
I will fall at your feet 
And I will worship you here 

 
 
 
 
Freely you gave it all for us 
Surrendered your life upon that cross 
Great is the love poured out for all 
This is our God 
Lifted on high from death to life 
Forever our God is glorified 
Servant and king rescued the world 
This is our God 

 

                         The Methodist Church 



 

 

Scripture 

1 Thes 4:13 – 5:11  
 

Reflections 
“The Second Coming” by Deacon Liz Day 

“The Return of the King” by Margaret Cook 
 

The videos can be viewed at www.burleymethodist.org 
Alternatively, the written text is provided below 

 

 
Prayer for Others 

 
Christ's is the world in which we move. 
Christ's are the folk we're summoned to love, 
Christ's is the voice which calls us to care, 
and Christ is the One who meets us here. 
 
Refrain: To the lost Christ shows His face; 
to the unloved He gives His embrace; 
to those who cry in pain or disgrace, 
Christ, makes, with His friends, a touching place. 
 
Feel for the people we most avoid. 
Strange or bereaved or never employed;  
Feel for the women and feel for the men 
who fear that their living is all in vain. 

Feel for the parents who lost their child, 
feel for the women whom men have defiled. 
Feel for the baby for whom there's no breast, 
and feel for the weary who find no rest. 
 
Refrain 
 
Feel for the lives by life confused. 
Riddled with doubt, in loving abused; 
Feel for the lonely heart, conscious of sin, 
which longs to be pure but fears to begin. 
 
Refrain 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

 
Hymn 

 
Sing we the King who is coming to reign; 
Glory to Jesus the Lamb that was slain! 
Life and salvation his empire shall bring, 
Joy to the nations when Jesus is King. 
 
Come let us sing 
Praise to our King, 
Jesus our King, Jesus our King: 
This is our song, who to Jesus belong, 
Glory to Jesus, to Jesus our King. 
 
All shall be well in his Kingdom of peace, 
Freedom shall flourish and wisdom increase, 

Foe shall be friend when his triumph we sing, 
Sword shall be sickle when Jesus is King. 
 
Souls shall be saved from the burden of sin; 
Doubt shall not darken his witness within; 
Hell has no terrors and death has no sting; 
Love is victorious when Jesus is King. 
 
Kingdom of Christ, for your coming we pray, 
Hasten, O Father, the dawn of the day 
When this new song your creation shall sing, 
Satan is vanquished and Jesus is King. 

 

Blessing 
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Reflection 1 
Deacon Liz Day 

 

In our communion services we sometimes ‘declare the mystery of faith.’ The words are:  
Christ has died, Christ has risen, Christ will come again 
And also if we say the Nicene Creed we will find this phrase: 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I wonder if like me, you struggle with the whole idea of Jesus, returning in the way the Bible seems to suggest he 
might? Where has the idea of ‘The Second Coming,’ as we might refer to it these days, come from? 
It won’t surprise you to know that, according to Tom Wright, it isn’t a topic which is preached much these days and 
he says that modern lectionaries tend to steer away from it! And yet there are churches which concentrate on it a 
great deal and talk of Jesus returning at ‘the end’ of the world as we know it, when God renews the cosmos and 
Jesus is the centre of the new world which will exist. 
There are those who are convinced we live in the end times now and that Jesus will return in person to take all his 
believers away for a period of ungodliness before returning to reign for ever.  
Perhaps the language of his coming must be interpreted for the era in which we live? After his ascension, early 
believers, as we know, expected Jesus to return soon. He didn’t – so maybe we have to look at the scriptures 
again to make sense of them for today’s context and to feel that hope they can generate for our communities now. 
Interestingly, neither did the first Christians think Jesus’s return would mark the end of time, or destruction of any 
kind, but a healing that Jesus would bring about through his presence. 
Some people believe that Jesus has already returned through the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. And it is true that many 
Christians do hold the understanding that Jesus is present now, walking alongside us, inspiring us, loving us. But 
the Bible seems to point to a different coming or returning and a future presence. However, as usual, language 
and translation can lead people to very different conclusions and Tom Wright argues that Jesus does not refer to 
his return during his ministry at all. He points out that Jesus had a tough enough time trying to explain to his 
disciples about his death and resurrection – how could they possibly grasp any notions of what might happen in 
the future? 
Much of what is written in the Bible about Jesus’ return is found in Paul’s letters of course – like today’s reading. 
On closer inspection, we can realise that the Greek word “parousia” has been translated as ‘coming’ in verse 15, 
but it doesn’t mean that, it literally means presence – as in the opposite of absence. It can mean a mysterious 
presence of God or a royal presence depending on its use. The point to stress maybe is that the verses that we 
have heard today are not to be taken as a literal description of what Paul thinks will happen. Wright comments that 
..’We must remind ourselves …that all Christian language about the future is a set of signposts pointing into a 
mist’. He points out that signposts don’t provide pictures of what’s ahead, but that doesn’t mean they aren’t 
pointing in the right direction. They are telling us the truth, the particular sort of truth that can be told about the 
future.  
What does seem to be the case over the centuries is that this ‘coming’ or ‘appearing’ alongside the ascension 
forms a vital role in the understanding of who Jesus was, is and is to come.  
Let us continue to follow the signposts trusting that they point us in the right direction, continuing to experience the 
presence of Christ in our lives today and perhaps not being too concerned with his future presence, whatever we 
think that might look like. 
So what are we to make of this reading and how are our understandings around the return of Jesus to impact on 
our Christian living today? 
Margaret has some thoughts… 
 

  



Reflection 2 
Margaret Cook 
 
This is a concept that I struggle with too! 
I turned to William Barclay’s 1959 ‘Daily Study Bible’ to help me have a better understanding of what Paul was 
talking about when he referred to Christ, the King, coming again. It is clear, in this letter to the Thessalonians, that 
Paul believed that Christ would come again but he did not know how and when. 
Barclay talks about the idea of the ‘Day of the Lord’ which is ever present in the prophecies of the Old Testament 
–Isaiah, Jeremiah, Amos and Malachi to name but a few. It was to be a terrible day and it would be the end of the 
age that was incurably bad and the birth of a new age which would be a wonderful time- ‘a golden age of God’. 
Many Old Testament ideas emerge in the New Testament and was the ’Day of the Lord’ precursor to the Second 
Coming? Certainly the characteristics are the same. 
 

• It would come suddenly and unexpectedly 

• It would be literally world shattering 

• It would be a time of judgement 

So did the New Testament writers equate the two? Barclay points out that the pictures painted of the ’Day of the 
Lord’ and the Second Coming are not to be taken literally- they are pictorial dreams and visions of when God 
breaks into time. 
Paul thinks that Christ will come like a thief in the night- suddenly! We should not be caught unawares- we should 
be prepared. Only the person who lives in the dark will be caught out but we live in the light of Christ. We are 
prepared for anything! 
If we wait to prepare it will be too late- it’s like failing to repair a leak in the roof and then wondering why the roof 
falls in when we have storms! We must have the roof ready for all weather. So we have to live in the way Christ 
taught us to live- in the light. 
Paul insisted it was not the date or the time that Christ returned that mattered it was how we are living in the 
present. Lives lived in love which motivates all our thoughts and actions. We must also live day by day in hope 
and expectation that we would be living in Christ for eternity. 
So we must keep awake! Stay alert! 
We hear that phrase often at present- perhaps it is reminding us of Christ’s presence in these strange times. 
Could there be a return of Christ in this? A discovery of something new in our journey with Christ? 
How might you interpret the Second Coming today? Liz talked about ‘signposts’- are these a revelation of God to 
us along our way? A Second Coming’ as we gain new understandings and new insights? Signposts come in many 
ways- 

• Dreams and visions 

• A blinding flash of light 

• A sudden realisation that we are being led along a new path 

• Our eyes being opened to a situation or a need 

I wonder if in this uncertain time we are experiencing a Second Coming? 
The Methodist and United Reformed Churches are looking closely as to what happens next- post lockdown. We 
are being encouraged to be visionary, think laterally and ‘outside the box’ as to what ‘church’ will be in the future. 
Surely this is a return of Christ as we focus on what we have discovered through lockdown and what we might 
carry forward as well as what we may lose. We have learned new skills, the importance of being in contact with 
people more frequently, having time to be more aware of needs and actions within the local community, speaking 
the love of Christ in new and different ways and certainly spreading the gospel message far and wide through the 
many arms of technology. 
I am reminded of Rev Roger Walton’s ‘A Methodist Way of Life’. He called us to respond to the gospel of God’s 
love in Christ. Within this response we are called to: 

 

• Worship 

• Learn and Care 

• Service 

• Evangelism 

Please read this as a whole and realise that it is a description of people living in the light of Christ. It states ‘We will 
live in such a way that others might be drawn to Christ’ and ‘We will help and serve people in our communities and 
beyond’ as well as many other statements- all of which describe succinctly a people living in the light- ready for 
Christ wherever and whenever he may appear. 
 
We are surely prepared for the Return of the King!  


