
 Otley, Menston, & Burley in Wharfedale             Oct 4th 2020 Deacon Liz Day 

 

Introduction 
Hello, and welcome to this service which is the next in our series exploring the words of Psalm 23. The verse we 
are looking at today is: ‘He leads me in right paths for His name’s sake ‘ Psalm 23 : 3 
 
Call to Worship: 
God, Father of us all, you tend and care for us:  We worship you                                          
Jesus the good shepherd of the sheep, you laid down your life for us: We worship you 
Spirit, protector, and guide, you inspire and direct us: We worship you  
 
Prayer 
Friendly shepherd: Guide us in the ways of peace. Loving shepherd: Hold us in the crook of your arm.  
Loyal shepherd: search for us when we go astray. Suffering shepherd: Stand by us in our hour of need.  
Gentle shepherd: Comfort us in time of pain.  Amen 
 
Song 

Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah,  
Pilgrim through this barren land; 
I am weak, but Thou art mighty, 
Hold me with Thy pow’rful hand. 
Bread of heaven, Bread of heaven, 
Feed me till I want no more; 
Feed me till I want no more. 

Open now the crystal fountain, 
Whence the healing stream doth flow; 
Let the fire and cloudy pillar 
Lead me all my journey through. 

Strong Deliv’rer, strong Deliv’rer, 

Be Thou still my Strength and Shield; 

Be Thou still my Strength and Shield. 

When I tread the verge of Jordan, 

Bid my anxious fears subside; 

Death of death and hell’s Destruction, 

Land me safe on Canaan’s side. 

Songs of praises, songs of praises, 

I will ever give to Thee; 

I will ever give to Thee.

 
Introduction to the Theme 

I wonder if you like sheep? Where I live now, I am fortunate to have a lovely view over farmland and we often 
have sheep in the field which borders onto our garden. I like watching them out of the window. The way they 
huddle up against a wall if it rains or to get out of the sun. The way they follow the quadbike of the farmer – 
knowing there’ll be food at the end of their walk. I particularly like watching the sheep dogs round them up. 

Sheep are known for ‘following’ one another aren’t they and for following the shepherd ? If they do 
take a wrong turn – the shepherd or the dog will find them and lead them to safety. 

I wonder if you get stuck with something and you need help or advice – who do you go to? It might 
be you need leading away from danger or from doing something wrong. Who guides you and helps you? As 
you know, we are looking at a very well-known part of the Bible at the moment in our services – it’s a psalm, 
or poem called ‘The Lord’s my shepherd’.  

The line which I have been asked to explore in this service is: ‘He leads me in right paths for his 
names sake’.  

The Bible often talks about God or Jesus being like a shepherd, guiding people on right paths – taking 
them in the right directions in life towards good and away from things which are bad. Perhaps when you are 
next uncertain about something and are not sure what to do – you might turn to Jesus to help? He will always 
help us get on the right path and do the right thing. 

We are going to read a different version of Psalm 23 today – it’s from a sheep’s point of view. It’s also 
different because it’s written in Yorkshire dialect like the one you read last week. But basically – the sheep is 
saying that whatever happens, even if he gets lost or falls down a gully – he knows the shepherd will always 
find him and set him on the right path again. And we can totally rely on Jesus to do the same for us. Good 
luck – especially if you don’t speak ‘Yorkshire’ 
 
Scripture: Psalm 23 (a sheep’s point of view) by Kit Calvert   
Ah’s yan o’ t’Lord’s flock, and ther was nivver a better shipperd, 
Ah’ve allis had a good heeam en ah’s in a paster knee deep I’ gerse. 
En ther’s plenty o’ watter I’ lown spots. 
    

                         The Methodist Church 



Sud a stray, thoo sune sets ma an t’ reet track agen te mi heeaf. 
It’s thi second nater ta help ma. 
Sud a drop inta a shackhooal er a ghyll, a dooat git ower freetened 
Fer Thoo’s niver lang afore Thoo cuz laten ez up wi’ Thi stick en t’dog. 
 
Seea ah hevn’t mitch te wurry aboot. 
Whativver happens te ma Thoo’l take ma heeam en luke efta ma. 
Thoo’ll fother ma en see et nowt mells o ma. 
It’s a gert cumfort te feel si seeaf en Thoo’ll docter ma when ah need it. 
 
Ah’s mar ner content wi’ mi lot, for sewer, thoos bin goodniss itsel  
en ah knaa et aw mi days weeant fail. 
Ah’s that weel satisfied ah’ll stop I’ t’Lords faad fer ivver. 
 
Song:     
You are here moving in our midst 
I worship You I worship You 
You are here working in this place 
I worship You I worship You 

(You are) Way Maker, Miracle Worker, 
Promise Keeper 
Light in the darkness, my God that is 
who You are 

(You are) Way Maker, Miracle Worker, 
Promise Keeper 
Light in the darkness, my God that is 
who You are 

You are here touching ev'ry heart 
I worship You I worship You 
You are here healing ev'ry heart 
I worship You I worship You 

You are here turning lives around 
I worship You I worship You 
You are here mending ev'ry heart 
I worship You I worship You  

Chorus 

That is who You are 
That is who You are 
That is who You are 
That is who You are 

Reflection 
Deacon Liz Day: Being led by our Shepherd 
The videos can be viewed at www.burleymethodist.org 
Alternatively, the written text is provided below 
 
Prayers  
Father God, you have given us the gift of free will, but that means that daily we are faced with decisions to make, 
options to choose, different directions we could take and, to be honest, we often struggle to know which way we 
should go. Sometimes we make hasty decisions and then regret them at our leisure. Other times we deliberate 
for so long that we miss the chance or have to go along with a decision made for us. Help us to seek Your 
advice, to listen to Your gentle promptings, to learn to be guided by You.  

Letting go of every single dream I lay each one down at Your feet 
Every moment of my wondering never changes what You see 

 
Understanding God, we admit that sometimes we try to go our own way, to battle through with determination and 
single mindedness, not caring who we hurt along the way. Not thinking of anyone else but ourselves. Not even 
thinking of You. 

I've tried to win this war I confess my hands are weary I need Your rest 
Mighty warrior King of the fight no matter what I face You're by my side 

 
Forgiving Father, we are sorry when we expect you to sort our lives out with the click of a finger. When we think 
our happiness should be Your number one concern. When we do not have the patience to wait for Your ways to 
be revealed to us in the fullness of time. 

When You don't move the mountains I'm needing You to move 
When You don't part the waters I wish I could walk through 
When You don't give the answers as I cry out to You 
I will trust I will trust I will trust in You 

 
Wonderful Saviour, we know deep down that if we put all concerns to one side, if we focus on You and do not 
dwell on ourselves, then you will encourage us, you will lead us gently to where we need to be. 

http://www.burleymethodist.org/


 
Truth is You know what tomorrow brings there's not a day ahead You have not seen 
So in all things be my life and breath I want what You want Lord and nothing less 

 
Caring God, we know if we base our life around You our future is sure. We know that you go before us, that we 
can trust in where you lead us. That like a good shepherd you only have our welfare in mind. That wherever we 
go, whatever wrong paths we take or mistakes we make, you are there looking out for us. We can trust in you. 

You are my strength and comfort You are my steady hand 
You are my firm foundation The Rock on which I stand 
Your ways are always higher Your plans are always good 
There's not a place where I'll go You've not already stood 

 
When You don't move the mountains I'm needing You to move 
When You don't part the waters I wish I could walk through 
When You don't give the answers As I cry out to You 
I will trust I will trust I will trust in You 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 
As Our Saviour taught his disciples, we pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it 
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
Hymn 

Captain of Israel's host, and Guide 
Of all who seek the land above, 
Beneath Thy shadow we abide, 
The cloud of Thy protecting love; 
Our strength, Thy grace, our rule, Thy Word; 
Our end, the glory of the Lord. 

By Thine unerring Spirit led, 
We shall not in the desert stray 
We shall not full direction need 
Nor miss our providential way; 
As far from danger as from fear, 
While Love, almighty Love, is near.

Blessing 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit                                                                                                                     
be with us all, now and for evermore. AMEN 
 
Even though I walk through the valley 

Of the shadow of death 

Your perfect love is casting out fear 

And even when I'm caught in the middle 

Of the storms of this life 

I won't turn back I know You are near 

And I will fear no evil 

For my God is with me 

And if my God is with me 

Whom then shall I fear 

Whom then shall I fear  

Oh no You never let go 

Through the calm and through the 

storm 

Oh no You never let go 

In ev'ry high and ev'ry low 

Oh no You never let go 

Lord You never let go of me 

And I can see a light that is coming 

For the heart that holds on 

A glorious light beyond all compare 

And there will be an end to these troubles 

But until that day comes 

We'll live to know You here on the earth 

Yes I can see a light 

That is coming for the heart that holds on 

And there will be an end to these troubles 

But until that day comes 

Still I will praise You 

Still I will praise You 

 
Reflection: Being led by our Shepherd 
Deacon Liz Day 

As I was preparing for this service a card was delivered by our postie. It was from Deacon Rosemary Bell 
who many of you will know. It had a quote from Isaiah on it which read “ Whether you turn to the right or to 
the left, your ears will hear a voice  behind you, saying, “ This is the way; walk in it” 



‘He leads me in right paths, or paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.’ 
Yes, he sometimes leads from the front – but often, like the sheepdog – he steers from the back, 

willing us on. 
I wonder, if, like me, you talk to yourself? I often find myself urging myself on – especially when I’m 

tired. ‘Come on,’ I say, ‘Keep going’ or ‘You can do it’. 
And do you ever pray or quote from the Bible to give you courage or strength? Well if you do, the 

psalm we are studying now could well be one of those quoted in such times of need. It is a great psalm of 
reassurance isn’t it? The words confirm our belief that God is with us and he will guide us in ‘right ways’ gently 
setting us on the right path if we have veered off course.  

Although it says God ‘leads us’ we can just as easily imagine that voice coming from behind, urging 
us on, so it’s actually we who take the step forward, trusting in God’s directions. 

Psalm 23 is full of action words. It describes a journey, not a standstill. Even when the sheep lie down 
in green pastures, it is for a temporary rest. From that point on in the psalm, the sheep are moving. The 
Shepherd leads them beside still waters and through the valley of the shadow of death. All the days of their 
lives He leads them in the paths of righteousness, with goodness and mercy constantly following them. 

Christ, of course, said that he himself is the Good Shepherd (John 10:11). It was one of His most 
shocking claims because it was so clearly a declaration of His deity. The one true “Shepherd of Israel” is and 
always has been God himself. Throughout the Old Testament, God is repeatedly identified as the shepherd 
of His own people. 

And we see in our psalm. The great shepherd’s gentle leading is always focused, purposeful, and 
filled with goodness and mercy. He is intent on bringing his lambs away from evil, out of danger, through the 
valley of the shadow of death, and into safety. All of that we find in our verse for exploration today in the 
statement, “He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake.” 

Jesus the shepherd seeks and saves the lost. He is not only the restorer of souls; he is also the one 
who guards them, cares for them, keeps them in the faith, brings them back when they wander, and leads 
them in paths of righteousness. The sheep cannot manage without him. 

Having said that, the shepherd leads or directs, but the sheep are not passive. They follow him, as is 
their duty. They may stumble or get lost from time to time, but they know the true shepherd and are known 
by him, so they will never depart from him completely. In Jesus’ words, “My sheep hear my voice, and I know 
them, and they follow me” (John 10:27). Their own paths show that they belong to the good shepherd. They 
are not saved by their chosen paths, but their righteous walk proves that God has saved them. 

The good shepherd promises to guide us along what he calls the "paths of righteousness", or the right 
path. Our direction in life is determined by our choices. We are on a journey in which we are in the process 
of becoming our true selves. It is a perilous journey with many challenges, difficulties, and dangers. 

But how does the good shepherd guide us? 
Rev Ted Schroder, an American pastor in Florida, suggests that … “The Lord guides us in the paths 

of righteousness through bringing us into contact with people of character whom we want to emulate. We all 
need mentors, whether they be contemporaries or historical figures, who inspire us to travel on the right road 
in life” 

He goes on to say that God provides the right map for the journey of discovery. It is so very easy to 
get lost on the way by taking the wrong turn, by being distracted by the sights, by not concentrating on where 
we are going. All of us get lost from time to time. That is why we need a map to keep us on track, to help us 
find our way back. As another psalm say, "Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path." (Psalm 
119:103) The scriptures reveal to us God's path warning us about where we might take a wrong turning. He 
has given us clear directions for living, for ‘right’ living, through his word. 

Thirdly, Schroder suggests that God comes with us on the journey. The person we travel with 
influences what we do and where we go, don’t they? The good shepherd wants to be our companion on our 
journey. He wants to be our guide and we cannot make this journey on our own. We need his help. 

Wherever we may travel on our life journeys, let us remember that God is there to guide us, 
willing us on, seeking us out if we go the wrong way and steering us through the difficult times and 
times of danger. If we listen to his voice and respond – we will be walking the ‘right’ paths. The paths 
of love, peace and justice and we will be living to God’s glory, with a faith and subsequent assurance 
that informs us of our journey’s end.     Amen 

 
 

 

https://www.esv.org/Psalm+23
https://www.esv.org/John+10.11
https://www.esv.org/John+10.27

