
 Burley in Wharfedale, Menston & Otley             Jan 24th 2021 

 

   Welcome 
Welcome to worship. We gather together to worship God and to learn from Him - in the words we speak and hear 
and sing, and in the ideas (Godthoughts) He gives us in the process. Our hymns this morning are played on the 
organ by Mike Pratt from Menston and their words are on your screen to read or sing or simply say as a prayer led 
by the music: 

Hymn 
God has spoken – by his prophets, 
Spoken his unchanging word; 
Each from age to age proclaiming 
God, the one, the righteous Lord. 
‘Mid the world’s despair and turmoil 
One firm anchor holds us fast: 
God eternal reigns forever, 
God the first, and God the last. 
 
God has spoken – by Christ Jesus, 
Christ, the everlasting Son, 
Brightness of the Father’s glory, 
With the Father ever one; 

Spoken by the Word incarnate, 
God from God, ere time was born; 
Light from Light, to earth descending, 
Christ, revealing God to all. 
 
God is speaking – by the Spirit, 
Speaking to our hearts again, 
In the age-long word expounding 
God’s own message, now as then. 
Through the rise and fall of nations 
One sure faith is standing fast; 
God still speaks, the Word unchanging, 
God the first, and God the last. 

Prayers of Adoration & Confession 
  
Our prayers are based on hymn no.158 in Singing the Faith. Let us pray: 
‘Lord, you sometimes speak in wonders unmistakable and clear 
Mighty signs that show your presence, overcoming doubt and fear’ 
Almighty and everlasting God we bow before you in humble adoration 
Acknowledging your greatness and your majesty and praising you as the source of all life and love. 
We give thanks to you for the comforts of our lives and the beauty of nature that we see around us. 
May they remind us of your presence with us always. 
 
‘Lord, you sometimes speak in whispers, still and small and scarcely heard’ 
Only those who want to listen catch the all-important word.’ 
Heavenly Father, we come before You as members of your family, conscious of the many times we have ignored 
the promptings of your Holy Spirit. We are sorry for the times we have been self-centred; we are sorry for the times 
we have not lived up to your expectations for us. 
We recognise our faults and come to you for cleansing and renewal by your Holy Spirit, confident through Christ 
that you will accept us back into the fold and will continue to work through us. 
 
‘Lord, you often speak in scripture, words that summon from the page, 
Shown and taught us by your spirit with fresh light for every age’ 
Heavenly Father, we ask that in this time of worship we may learn what we need to know in order to serve you 
better for we pray in the name of Jesus, our Saviour and our Lord. 
Amen 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name; 
Thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

          
Reflection Part 1 

Lindsey Hurst: “Looking & Listening for God” 
The videos can be viewed at www.burleymethodist.org 

Alternatively, the written text is provided below 
 

Readings 
Jonah chapter 3 verses 1-5,10 GNB 

                         The Methodist Church 

http://www.burleymethodist.org/


Once again the LORD spoke to Jonah. He said, “Go to Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim to the people the 
message I have given you.” So Jonah obeyed the LORD and went to Nineveh, a city so large that it took three days 
to walk through it. Jonah started through the city, and after walking a whole day, he proclaimed, “In forty days 
Nineveh will be destroyed!” 

The people of Nineveh believed God's message. So they decided that everyone should fast, and all the people, 
from the greatest to the least, put on sackcloth to show that they had repented. 

When the king of Nineveh heard about it, he got up from his throne, took off his robe, put on sackcloth, and sat 
down in ashes. He sent out a proclamation to the people of Nineveh: “This is an order from the king and his 
officials: No one is to eat anything; all persons, cattle, and sheep are forbidden to eat or drink. All persons and 
animals must wear sackcloth. Everyone must pray earnestly to God and must give up their wicked behaviour and 
their evil actions. Perhaps God will change his mind; perhaps he will stop being angry, and we will not die!” 

 God saw what they did; he saw that they had given up their wicked behaviour. So he changed his mind and did 
not punish them as he had said he would. 
 
Mark chapter 1 verses 14-20 GNB 
After John had been put in prison, Jesus went to Galilee and preached the Good News from God. “The right time 
has come,” he said, “and the Kingdom of God is near! Turn away from your sins and believe the Good News!” 

As Jesus walked along the shore of Lake Galilee, he saw two fishermen, Simon and his brother Andrew, catching 
fish with a net. Jesus said to them, “Come with me, and I will teach you to catch people.” At once they left their 
nets and went with him. 

He went a little farther on and saw two other brothers, James and John, the sons of Zebedee. They were in their 
boat getting their nets ready. As soon as Jesus saw them, he called them; they left their father Zebedee in the 
boat with the hired men and went with Jesus. 

Hymn 
Lord, you call us to your service, 
Each in our own way. 
Some to caring, loving, healing; 
Some to preach, or pray; 
Some to work with quiet learning, 
Truth discerning, 
Day by day. 
 
Life for us is always changing 
In the work we share. 
Christian love adds new dimensions 
To the way we care. 
For we know that you could lead us, 
As you need us, 
Anywhere. 
 

Seeing life from your perspective 
Makes your challenge plain, 
As your heart is grieving over 
Those who live in pain. 
Teach us how, by our compassion, 
You may fashion 
Hope again. 
 
Lord, we set our human limits 
On the work we do. 
Send us your directing Spirit, 
Pour your power through, 
That we may be free in living 
And in giving 
All for you. 

Reflection Part 2 
 

Prayers 
First a prayer from Christian Aid entitled ‘For a global pandemic’ followed directly by a hymn which is also a prayer 
- for you to say or sing or simply read along with the music. 
 
Let us pray: 
Loving God, strengthen our innermost being with your love that bears all things, 
even the weight of this global pandemic, 
even the long haul of watching for symptoms, 
of patiently waiting for this to pass,  
watching and waiting,  
keeping our gaze fixed on You and looking out for our neighbours near and far.  
Instil in our shaken souls the belief and hope that all things are possible with Your creative love - 
for strangers to become friends,  
for science to source solutions,  
for resources to be generously shared so everyone, everywhere, may have what they need, 



for your perfect love that knows no borders to cast out any fear and selfishness that divides. 
May your love that never ends be our comfort, strength and guide for the well-being of all and the glory of God. 
Amen 

Hymn 
For the healing of the nations, 
Lord, we pray with one accord; 
For a just and equal sharing 
Of the things that earth affords. 
To a life of love in action 
Help us rise and pledge our word. 
 
Lead us forward into freedom; 
From despair your world release, 
That, redeemed from war and hatred, 
All may come and go in peace. 
Show us how through care and goodness 
Fear will die and hope increase. 

 
All that kills abundant living, 
Let it from the earth be banned; 
Pride of status, race, or schooling, 
Dogmas that obscure your plan. 
In our common quest for justice 
May we hallow life’s brief span. 
 
You, Creator-God, have written 
Your great name on humankind; 
For our growing in your likeness 
Bring the life of Christ to mind; 
That by our response and service 

          Earth its destiny may find. 

 
Sending Prayer Hymn 501 

Help us, O Lord, to learn 
The truths your word imparts, 
To study that your laws may be 
Inscribed upon our hearts. 
 
Help us, O Lord, to live 
The faith that we proclaim, 

That all our thoughts and words and deeds 
May glorify your name. 
 
Help us, O Lord, to teach 
The beauty of your ways, 
That all who seek may find the Christ, 
And make a life of praise. 

 
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us and remain 
with us for ever. Amen. 
 

Reflection: “Looking & Listening for God” 
1. THE METHODIST WAY OF LIFE 
You will be aware that in our Sunday worship we are following a series based on an initiative by Rev Roger Walton 
called ‘The Methodist Way of Life’. In his year as President of Conference (head of the worldwide Methodist 
Church) he took the opportunity to remind us of the things that John Wesley considered important when he 
invented Methodism nearly 300 years ago. But John Wesley didn’t say ‘I am a Methodist’; he and his brother 
Charles Wesley (who wrote lots of hymns) were Anglicans. It was other people who said ‘You’re method-ists’, a 
nickname because of the methods they used to grow their Christian faith. They met every week in small groups to 
talk about what God had helped them with that week (helped them to do or to understand) and prayed together 
and studied the Bible together to see what new things they could learn. We don’t do a lot of that anymore. 
 
Things change in the way we practice our faith. 
 
Things have changed here in Burley Methodist Church. Thirty years ago when I first led worship here as a Local 
Preacher there were pews and a balcony and a pulpit and an organist; now there are soft chairs, a meeting room, 
a lectern with a microphone and a band of musicians. There are lots of improvements with modern technology, 
although in the case of the musicians it’s gone full-circle - Methodists had bands of musicians before organs were 
invented! Over the years we have gained some things, but as Methodists we have lost some too : lost that method 
of speaking our faith to each other in regular small-group meetings, lost that method of praying aloud together, 
lost that method of studying the Bible together sharing our own particular perspectives with each other. 
 
When I went to university, I joined the Methodist Society, as you’d expect, meeting on a Sunday afternoon in the 
local Methodist church. I also joined CU (Christian Union) which met on a Saturday night for worship, Bible Study, 
and prayer. By that time MethSoc had become just a social activity, so along with 2 other students (who both went 
on to be ordained ministers!) we set up weekly Bible Studies for MethSoc members in the Halls of Residence; 
there we could talk about our faith and encourage each other just like Roger Walton is encouraging us to do now 
in his ‘Methodist Way of Life’ scheme. The theme we’re considering today is the 3rd promise - as Methodists ‘we 
promise to look and listen for God each day in Scripture and the World.’ 
See if you can answer these 3 questions. If the Bible is a library: 
   Q1. How many books are there in the Old Testament? 
   Q2. How many books are there in the New Testament? 
   Q3. What is the name of the book exactly halfway through? 



 
You could Google the answers to the first 2 questions but for Q3 you will need to find an actual Bible and look at 
the page numbers.  
 
So, let’s hear some readings from the Bible. These are the readings appointed by the Lectionary for today, 24th 
January 2021. It’s a ‘common lectionary’ which means it can be used by all the Christian denominations, so it is 
likely that there are Methodists, Anglicans, Catholics and the rest, all round the world, hearing these same stories 
today. The first reading is from the Old Testament, part of that familiar story about Jonah, and the second reading 
is from the New Testament, about Jesus: 
 
2. SEARCH FOR GOD IN SCRIPTURE AND THE WORLD 
When we commit to following the Methodist way of Life one thing we promise to do is to search for God in Scripture 
and the world. That is how I was brought up. 
 
I was taken to Sunday School when I was about 4 years old by a ‘big girl’ (the niece of one of our neighbours) and 
heard all the usual Bible stories. Then at school when I was in Junior 3 (Year 5 ) our nice young teacher set up a 
Scripture Union group ( I think it must have been at lunchtime and once a week) where we practised ‘sword drill’.... 
each of us had a Bible and she would say chapter and verse of a Bible reference, then the first one to find it and 
read it out was the winner! We thought it was a great game, but it actually was a means of familiarising us with 
Scripture and teaching us how to use the Bible for ourselves - ‘sword drill’ to arm us in the battle for Christian truth. 
The Scripture Union motto is a verse from Psalm 119 ‘Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path’, 
which begins to explain how scripture can enlighten us, revealing Godthoughts about the best way to live our lives. 
Then of course there were those ‘Scripture Exams’, and memorising passages of scripture to earn a Lord Wharton 
Bible (remember those?).  
 
As an adult here I ran a Bible Study group in our Bramhope church and, moving to Otley, attended a Bible study 
group run by Lesley Taylor....the nearest thing to those Class Meetings that John Wesley innovated as part of 
Method-ism when it first started i.e. small group meetings with fellow believers who search the scriptures together 
and share our insights and find practical applications for what we learn from the Bible and from each other. 
 
So what about the scriptures we heard read today? What insights about God can we gain from those? What 
applications can we see that might be relevant to us today? Some people dismiss the Old Testament as irrelevant 
fantasy, but it’s all about people-of-faith (like us) and their relationship with God and with each other, people like 
Jonah in today’s story. He had prayed to God and promised to do God’s work - until he felt that God was directing 
him to go to Nineveh and he said “No way! Not that awful place!”. And that’s where being swallowed by a whale 
comes in - but couldn’t that just be the metaphorical language typical of storytelling tradition that means ‘sunk into 
the depths of a deep depression’? - we certainly know what that is with all the talk of mental health issues these 
days. What we heard in today’s reading was Jonah going and doing the work that he felt God wanted him to do; 
and the people of Nineveh listened and changed their ways and their lives improved. The writer finished by saying 
‘They repented so God did not punish them as He said He would’. And that raises the whole issue of ‘does God 
make people suffer as a punishment’ or is their suffering the inevitable consequence of their bad behaviour? I told 
you there was plenty to discuss in a Bible study group! 
 
And as for our New Testament reading, we see Jesus getting on with the work that God needed Him to do, and 
recruiting helpers to work alongside Him. Like those words of our last hymn ‘Lord, you call US to your service, 
each in our own way’. The relevance of Scripture continues into 21st century life. 
 
But it’s not just in Scripture where we can look and listen for God; we can find Him in the world around us too. My 
go-to person for that is Abbe Michel Quoist and his ‘Prayers of Life’. I bought my copy half a century ago in 
Coventry cathedral when I was at university and joined hundreds of other students there for an all night vigil. Michel 
Quoist himself read to us from his book:  
 
‘If we knew how to listen to God, we should hear Him speaking to us. For God does speak. He speaks in His 
Gospel; He speaks also through life - that new Gospel to which we ourselves add a page each day.’ 
 
‘If we knew how to look at life through God’s eyes we should see it as innumerable tokens of the love of the Creator 
seeking the love of His creatures. The Father has put us into the world , not to walk through it with lowered eyes, 
but to search for Him through things, events, people. Everything must reveal God to us.’ 

 
 


