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   Welcome & Call to Worship 
 
Welcome to our service today. It’s great to be able to share in worship with you, wherever you are watching from. 
I pray that it will be a time of real blessing and encouragement for you as we open our mouths in praise and our 
hearts in humility to listen for God’s voice speaking to us. We begin our service with a call to worship, followed by 
our opening song, “Bless the Lord, O my soul.” 
 
In the beginning before time, before people, before the world began, God was. 
Here and now among us, beside us, enlisting the people of earth for the purposes of heaven, God is. 
In the future, when we have turned to dust and all we know has found its fulfilment, God will be. 
Not denying the world, but delighting in it, not condemning the world, but redeeming it, through Jesus Christ, by 
the power of the Holy Spirit, God was, God is, God will be. 

Song 
Bless the Lord O my soul, O my soul 
Worship His holy name 
Sing like never before, O my soul 
I’ll worship Your holy name. 

 
The sun comes up, it’s a new day dawning 
It’s time to sing Your song again 
Whatever may pass and whatever lies before me 
Let me be singing when the evening comes. 

Bless the Lord O my soul… 
 
You’re rich in love and You’re slow to anger 
Your name is great and Your heart is kind 
For all Your goodness, I will keep on singing 

Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find. 
Bless the Lord O my soul… 

 
And on that day when my strength is failing 
The end draws near and my time has come 
Still my soul will sing Your praise unending 
Ten thousand years and then for evermore! 

Bless the Lord O my soul, O my soul 
Worship His holy name 
Sing like never before, O my soul 
I’ll worship Your holy name 
I’ll worship Your holy name 
Yes , I’ll worship Your holy name 

 
Prayer 

Let us pray. 
In you, gracious God, the widowed find a carer, the orphaned find a parent, the fearful find a friend. 
In you, the wounded find a healer, the penitent find a pardoner, the burdened find a counsellor. 
In you, the miserly find a beggar, the despondent find a laughter-maker, the legalists find a rule-breaker. 
In you, Jesus Christ, we meet our Maker, and our match. 
And if some need to say, ‘Help me’ 
And if some need to say, ‘Save me’ 
And if some need to say ‘Hold me’ 
And if some need to say, ‘Forgive me’ 
Then let these be said now in the quietness of our hearts and minds. 
 
(Silence) 
 
O Christ, in whose heart is both welcome and warning, say to us, do to us, reveal within us the things that will 
make us whole. 
And we will wait; and we will praise you. Amen. 
 
As we wait on God so we listen to God’s word. Our reading today comes from St Luke’s Gospel and chapter 24. 

 
Reading 

While the disciples were talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with 
you.” They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. He said to them, “Why are you 
frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch 
me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” And when he had said this, he 
showed them his hands and his feet. While in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, 
“Have you anything here to eat?” They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate in their presence. 
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Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that everything written 
about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to 
understand the scriptures, and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the 
dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, 
beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And see, I am sending upon you what my Father 
promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” Luke 24: 36 – 49 
 

Song 
Speak, O Lord, as we come to you 
To receive the food of your holy word. 
Take your truth, plant it deep in us; 
Shape and fashion us in your likeness, 
That the light of Christ might be seen today 
In our acts of love and our deeds of faith. 
Speak, O Lord, and fulfil in us 
All your purposes, for your glory. 
 
Teach us, Lord, full obedience, 
Holy reverence, true humility. 
Test our thoughts and our attitudes 
In the radiance of your purity. 

Cause our faith to rise, cause our eyes to see 
Your majestic love and authority. 
Words of power that can never fail; 
Let their truth prevail over unbelief. 
 
Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds; 
Help us grasp the heights of your plans for us. 
Truths unchanged from the dawn of time 
That will echo down through eternity. 
And by grace we’ll stand on your promises, 
And by faith we’ll walk as you walk with us. 
Speak, O Lord, till your church is built 
And the earth is filled with your glory. 

Reflection 
Rev Tim Perkins: “Witnesses to these things!” 

The videos can be viewed at www.burleymethodist.org 
Alternatively, the written text is provided below 

 

Song 
King of kings, majesty, 
God of heaven living in me. 
Gentle Saviour, closest Friend, 
Strong Deliverer, Beginning and End, 
All within me falls at your throne. 
 Your majesty, I can but bow; 
 I lay my all before you now. 
 In royal robes I don’t deserve, 
 I live to serve your majesty. 
 

Earth and heaven worship you, 
Love eternal, faithful and true, 
Who bought the nations, ransomed souls, 
Brought this sinner near to your throne; 
All within me cries out in praise. 
 Your majesty, I can but bow; 
 I lay my all before you now. 
 In royal robes I don’t deserve, 

I live to serve your majesty.

Prayers of Intercession & The Lord’s Prayer 
Let us pray now for the breaking in of God’s kingdom in our world today: 
Lord God, because Jesus has taught us to trust you in all things, we hold to his word and share in his plea: 
Your kingdom come, your will be done. 
Where nations budget for war, while Christ says, ‘Put away your sword’: 
Your kingdom come, your will be done. 
Where countries waste food and covert fashion, while Christ says, ‘I was hungry and you did not feed me, I was 
thirsty and you did not give me something to drink’: 
Your kingdom come, your will be done. 
Where powerful governments claim their policies are heaven blessed, while scripture states that God helps the 
powerless: 
Your kingdom come, your will be done. 
Where Christians seek the kingdom in the shape of their own church, as if Christ had come to build and not to 
break barriers: 
Your kingdom come, your will be done. 
Where women who speak up for their dignity are treated with scorn or contempt: 
Your kingdom come, your will be done. 
Where men try hard to be tough, because they’re afraid to be tender: 
Your kingdom come, your will be done. 
Where black people and people from ethnic minority communities are treated with fear or hatred when your word 
tells us that all people are made in your image and in Christ are part of your one body: 
Your kingdom come, your will be done. 
Where the earth is crying out from exploitation and neglect when you call us to be good stewards of your creation: 
Your kingdom come, your will be done. 
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Where people grieve over the death of a loved one, be they privileged and powerful or unknown and unheralded. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done. 
Where we, obsessed with being adult, forget to become like children: 
Your kingdom come, your will be done. 
Where our prayers falter, our faith weakens, our light grows dim: 
Your kingdom come, your will be done. 
Where Jesus Chris calls us, forgives us, renews us and equips us to witness to the good news of the love of God 
from which we can never be separated: 
Where people grieve over the death of a loved one, be they privileged and powerful or unknown and unheralded. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done. 
Lord God, you have declared that your kingdom is among us. Open our ears to hear it, our hands to serve it, our 
hearts to hold it. This we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
We pray together the words Jesus taught us saying: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it 
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
And now we sing our final song. Chris Tomlin’s version of John Newton’s great testimony to the amazing and 
transforming power of the love of God, “Amazing Grace – My chains are gone.”  
 

Song 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost but now I’m found 
Was blind but now I see 
 
God’s grace has taught my heart to fear 
His grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed. 

My chains are gone, I’ve been set free 
My God, my Saviour has ransomed me 
And like a flood his mercy reigns 
Unending love, amazing grace. 

 
Through many dangers toils and snares 
I have already come 
God’s grace has brought me safe thus far 
And grace will lead me home. 
 
The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 

He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures. 

My chains are gone, I’ve been set free 
My God, my Saviour has ransomed me 
And like a flood his mercy reigns 
Unending love, amazing grace.  

 
And when this heart and flesh shall fail 
And mortal life shall cease 
I shall possess within the veil 
A life of joy and peace. 
 
When we’ve been there ten thousand years 
Bright shining as the sun 
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 
Than when we first begun. 

My chains are gone, I’ve been set free 
My God, my Saviour has ransomed me 
And like a flood his mercy reigns 
Unending love, amazing grace. 

 

Closing Responses 

For all that God can do within us, for all that God can do without us, 
Thanks be to God. 
For all in whom Christ lived before us, for all in whom Christ lives beside us, 
Thanks be to God. 
For all the Spirit wants to bring us, for where the Spirit wants to send us, 
Thanks be to God. 
Listen, Christ has promised to be with us in the world as in our worship. 
Amen. We go to serve him. 
 

Reflection 
Rev Tim Perkins: Witnesses to these things 

The disciples huddle together behind locked doors, afraid that the authorities will come after them. They struggle 
to take in these strange reports of “Jesus sightings” and wonder what it all means. They sit, immersed in chaos 
and confusion – fear, frustration, guilt, grief, doubt, anxiety, suspicion, distrust, restlessness, despondency, and 
terror. 



 
I wonder how many of those emotions you have experienced through this last year. I can tick most of them off! On 
one level then, thanks to our covid experience, we can at least begin to identify with something of how the disciples 
must have felt.  But then again – their leader was dead, and his bloody and wounded body was missing. 
 
Then suddenly, Jesus is there in their midst, “opening their minds,” and, in so doing, sets them free from their 
fears. Today, as our external context begins to change, we still need such internal transformation. 
 
There is a progression of emotions in this resurrection account. Those gathered in the room are already on edge. 
When Jesus appears in their midst, they are “startled and terrified.” They think they are “seeing a ghost”. Earlier 
the women have talked about the empty tomb, and the two from Emmaus have told of Jesus being revealed to 
them as they broke bread. Still, the followers are not prepared when Jesus suddenly materializes in front of them. 
 
Fear is the natural human response. It would be ours too. And Jesus responds to their fear in two ways. His first 
words are, “Peace be with you.” He both understands and challenges their fears. “Why are you frightened, and 
why do doubts rise in your hearts?” Jesus meets them where they are. Then by inviting them to touch and see, 
and by eating some fish, he encourages them to move beyond where they are. For in Jesus, death is transcended. 
 
Yet the appearance of Jesus after his cry of abandonment, after the giving up of his spirit and being laid in a tomb, 
is anything but normal. Earthly, human power had triumphed over him. The High Priest, the scribes, the elders, 
the sceptics, and the curious had all condemned Jesus as a scoundrel and blasphemer – guilty as charged! The 
Governor, the soldiers, interested bystanders, and criminals had condemned him as a traitor and rebel – guilty as 
charged! Even God seemed to confirm the verdict, with no rescuing angels, no last-minute acquittal, no surprise 
witnesses to change the verdict – guilty as charged! According to the law of the day, Jesus got what he deserved. 
This should be the end of the story. 
 
But we, and the disciples are surprised. Fear begins to turn to joy and yet it sits alongside disbelief and wonder. 
Again, we can relate. Our hearts would thrill to see Jesus alive, but it is too much for our feeble minds to reason 
through to a logical conclusion. Yes, we are glad – beyond belief – but just how can this be so? 
 
By raising Jesus from the dead, God declared to the religious and political leaders, “This is not about you!” While 
they thought they had the upper hand and exercised all the power that mattered, God declared that God had been 
working behind the scenes the whole time. The ugliness of crucifixion – the ultimate example of the power of this 
world – gives way to the beauty and joy of resurrection – the ultimate example of the power of the Kingdom of 
God! 
 
So just when the story seemed to be over, God had something more to say. It has always been about God and 
continues to be so. Jesus saw no need to launch into explanations about the mechanics of resurrection, nor to 
provide an itinerary of his whereabouts since Friday! Instead, knowing the fears of his disciples, he moves them 
on to the next level. He uses familiar words of scripture to remind them of prophecy. He opens their minds to begin 
to see that death is not, and never will be, the final word. Set free from those bonds, they are then commissioned 
to become witnesses. The seeds for the transformation, not just of their lives, but of the entire world, have now 
been planted. 
 
Jesus’ whole life, death, and rising were about what God is doing in the world – reconciling it to God’s self. From 
the law of Moses to the Prophets to the Psalms, it has always been about God and God’s purposes for creation – 
repentance, or turning around, that leads to forgiveness and the wholeness of creation being restored. 
 
The risen Christ appeared to assure them that he lives; to teach them to put their fear and doubts in the context 
of God’s grand plan; to open their minds to understand the Scriptures; to commission them as witnesses of all that 
God has done and is doing in the world. Jesus declared that his followers were now ready to be credible, reliable, 
ready witnesses in Jerusalem and to all nations, because of what they had seen and what they knew. 
 
This resurrection account somehow manages to address the very pastoral issues that we face today. We cannot 
escape our fears. We have all been locked behind our own front doors for so long. But I doubt it is just covid that 
we are fearful of. Our fear may be very personal, such as the fear of hearing that dreaded word “cancer.” It may 
be the fear of unemployment, loneliness, or loss. And often, similar fears get played out at national and 
international levels. We fear the loss of our way of life, our identity. We fear the other. And underlying all these 
fears is the one that we cannot seem to talk about easily – the fear of death, our own or that of someone we love. 
Our fears hold us captive. It becomes difficult to bear witness to the great joy that is ours in Christ – that the bonds 
of death could not hold Jesus. That Jesus is alive. 
 



The power of the resurrection is the power to plant the seeds of transformation. The hope of the resurrection is 
grounded in the experience of those first followers. Closed minds can be opened up. The word of God calls us not 
to security, but to peace. Could it be that our attempts to keep us safe and secure – to make sure that we all get 
vaccinated and only then to think about the rest of the world; to strengthen our immigration, national security and 
defence laws and capabilities to protect us from the other – actually only work against the deeper, wider peace 
that this world so badly needs? 
 
Yes, hiding behind locked doors may help us feel more secure, but it still leaves us with our fear and our mistrust. 
How then are we to be released from these fears to bear witnesses to the love and power of God? 
 
In her commentary on this passage, Nancy Blakely tells the following story: “Dorothee Soelle was born in Germany 
in 1929 and grew up during the years of Hitler and the Nazi regime. Her writings are theological reflections on 
coming to grips with the horrors of the concentration camps and life after World War II, realizing that her heritage 
of Protestant liberalism had failed to stop the war. She challenges the human propensity for wanting to feel safe, 
to feel secure from any threat, by seeking that from God. In her essay, ‘Peace, Not Security,’ she notes that 
‘change happens at the level of action that contains risk.’ In a later essay on Jesus’ death she goes on to write 
that ‘because you are strong in Christ, you can put the neurotic need for security behind you. You do not need to 
defend your life like a lunatic. For the love of the poor, Jesus says, you can give your life away and spread it 
around.’” 
 
Jesus’ appearance to his disciples brought change to their lives as they moved from fright and alarm to joy mixed 
with disbelief and puzzlement, to open and understanding hearts and minds. That shift in the core of their beings 
led them forth to take great risks, witnessing to the risen Christ. Jesus did not bring them security. Rather, they 
risked all in following his call. For they had come to understand that Jesus had conquered the ultimate threat, 
death itself, and their fears were now groundless. Jesus’ words, ‘Peace be with you!’ became manifest in their 
hearts. 
 
I wonder, are we able to let go of our desire to be secure, whatever that might look like? There are so many threats 
in our world – war, poverty, disease, neglect, prejudice, fear, isolation. Sometimes God seems powerless and 
absent in the face of ongoing suffering and pain. Despite the best efforts of well-intentioned, generous, and 
sensitive people, the world remains oppressive and inhospitable for many. And yet. And yet, God is the giver of 
forgiveness and mercy, ever ready to offer peace, the possibility and promise that order, wellbeing, hope, 
compassion, and love might yet prevail. 
 
I dare to believe that wherever there is inhumanity, exploitation, discrimination, and hopelessness, Jesus shows 
up offering comfort and assurance – often through our own words and actions! He invites us to be witnesses that 
it is all about God – God’s intention to bring peace, unity, harmony, love, compassion, grace, justice, and mercy 
to a world that is broken and in pain. 
 
These resurrection accounts assure us that God is alive and working on behalf of the wholeness of all creation. 
So, I wonder, what in our community needs the presence of the risen Christ? What kinds of experiences and 
understandings do we need so that we can be credible witnesses to God’s purposes in the world? What are our 
communal and individual responses to God’s presence and work in the world? How do we participate with God in 
that work? 
 
No matter how we answer those questions, Jesus commissions us, as he did his first disciples, to declare the 
presence and power of God amid tragedy, despair, and death. They are not ultimate – God is! And God aims to 
redeem all creation and each one of us. The risen Christ makes himself known to us in large ways and small. As 
people of faith, we are to be witnesses to Christ’s presence amongst us, in our words and in our deeds; our faith 
depends on nothing less. 
 
I am delighted that Chris Hindle has agreed to bear witness to the difference faith in Jesus has made in her life. 
Let’s listen to what she has to say. 
 
Testimony: Christine Hindle 
 
It’s great to be encourage by hearing someone’s own, personal story of faith in Jesus Christ and how their faith 
helps them to live for God’s kingdom. What a beautiful description of the impact of faith in Jesus on daily life 
“surprised by joy” is!  
 
We’re going to respond to that now in song, as we sing together words which give such powerful testimony to the 
change that God has brought about in our lives: “King of kings, Majesty, God of heaven living in me.” 


