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   Welcome & Lent Liturgy 
Welcome to our Palm Sunday service. It is great to be able to share in worship with you today. As well as 
remembering the joyful celebration of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem we shall be reflecting together on the theme 
from the Methodist Way of Life, “We will share our faith with others.” But we begin with the next stage of our Lent 
Liturgy.  
 
We have placed a purple robe on our Lent Cross to remind us of Jesus the King of kings, whose majesty is 
displayed not through power and might but through love and sacrifice. Please join in the words as they appear 
on the screen: 
 
Jerusalem, at last! We join the crowd streaming to the mountain. We watch Jesus approach on a lowly donkey. 
We hear the crowds cry “Hosanna!”  
 
“Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!”  
 
There is a joyful song in the air: the people cheer and the palms wave. But the adulation of the crowd is shallow. 
The crowd grows— the people want to be part of something important.  
 
“Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”  
 
Let us pray: God of all times, we have followed Jesus into the crowded city. We too want to catch a glimpse of 
Jesus. Reveal to us what true glory, leadership and obedience look like under your reign. In the name of Jesus 
we pray, Amen. 
 
We sing together, “Sent by the Lord am I,” after which we will hear the story of Palm Sunday from St Mark’s 
Gospel. 

 
Song 

Sent by the Lord am I; 
My hands are ready now 
To make the earth the place 
In which the kingdom comes. 
Sent by the Lord am I; 
My hands are ready now 
To make the earth the place 
In which the kingdom comes. 

 The angels cannot change 
 A world of hurt and pain 

Into a world of love, 
Of justice and of peace. 
The task is mine to do, 
To set it really free. 
Oh, help me to obey; 
Help me to do your will.
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Reading 
When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of Olives, he sent two of 
his disciples and said to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately as you enter it, you will find 
tied there a colt that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it. If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ 
just say this, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here immediately.’”  
 
They went away and found a colt tied near a door, outside in the street. As they were untying it, some of the 
bystanders said to them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?”  
 
They told them what Jesus had said; and they allowed them to take it. Then they brought the colt to Jesus and 
threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy 
branches that they had cut in the fields. Then those who went ahead and those who followed were shouting, 
“Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed is the coming kingdom of our 
ancestor David! Hosanna in the highest heaven!” (Mark 11: 1 – 10) 

 
Song 

Make way, make way, for Christ the King 
In splendour arrives; 
Fling wide the gates and welcome him 
Into your lives. 
 

Make way (Make way), make way (make way), 
For the King of kings (for the King of kings); 
Make way (make way), make way (make way), 
And let his kingdom in. 
 

                         The Methodist Church 



He comes the broken hearts to heal, 
The prisoners to free; 
The deaf shall hear, the lame shall dance, 
The blind shall see. 
 
Make way… 
 
And those who mourn with heavy hearts, 
Who weep and sigh, 
With laughter, joy and royal crown 

He’ll beautify. 
 
Make way… 
 
We call you now to worship him 
As Lord of all, 
To have no gods before him, 
Their thrones must fall! 
 
Make way…
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Introduction to the Theme & Prayers 

The song we’ve just sung together is all about the difference that we believe Jesus can make in peoples’ lives 
and in the world. It is a challenge both to each of us personally and to this world, to make room for the King of 
kings and to allow him to reign in our lives. 
 
We have little problem listening to or following someone who will make life easy for us, who will do what we want 
them to. That’s what our political system today is all about. When it comes to an election the parties all produce 
their manifestos and we vote accordingly and then the party who wins the most seats gets to implement their 
manifesto because they know it has the support of the people who voted them into power. 
 
The crowds on Palm Sunday thought a little like that about Jesus. They thought he was coming to implement his 
own political manifesto and to overthrow the occupying Roman army. But the song we’ve sung reminds us that 
Jesus’ manifesto was not like that at all: “He comes the broken hearts to heal, the prisoners to free; the deaf 
shall hear, the lame shall dance, the blind shall see. And those who mourn with heavy hearts, who weep and 
sigh, with laughter, joy and royal crown he’ll beautify.” 
 
Real, lasting, internal change is not brought about through political power. It is only brought about through love, 
and when the people realised that they turned on Jesus and had him crucified. Little did they know that the 
supreme expression of love – of God’s love for us – is through self-sacrifice – he died that we might live and he 
opened up the path into the coming Kingdom of God for all who would live lives transformed by the love of God. 
 
I wonder, how often do you try to express your own power or will over the people you live with or come into 
contact with each day? How often do you want people to do your will? 
 
I wonder, in what ways this week might you be able to set aside your own need for power and control by finding 
ways to show the love of God to others? How might you serve someone else in a way that could bring just a little 
bit of divine transformation into their world?  
 
One such way might be to commit to pray for someone every day this week because prayer changes things. It 
changes us – our attitudes, our actions and our words and it helps to make this world more receptive to the love 
of God. So we’re going to pray now as we bring our praise and confession to God. Please join in by saying the 
words that appear on the screen. 

 
Lord Jesus Christ, we greet you today as the Word made flesh, before all, beyond all, within all – the one in 
whom all things have their being, yet entering our world of space and time, sharing our humanity, experiencing 
the joys and sorrows of flesh and blood, living and dying among us so that we might share in the joy of your 
kingdom. 
Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven! 
 
We greet you as the Messiah, the Son of David, – Servant of all, Saviour of all, anointed for burial, crowned with 
thorns and lifted high on a cross – your kingdom not of this world. 
Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven! 
 
We greet you as Lord of the empty tomb – the risen Christ, victorious over death, triumphant over evil, the one 
who has gone before us, whose Spirit walks with us now, and who will be there to greet us at our journey’s end – 
Jesus Christ, the pioneer and perfector of our faith. 
Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven! 
 
We greet you as the King of kings and Lord of lords, the ascended and exalted Lamb of God, ruler of the ends of 
the earth, enthroned in splendour, seated at the right hand of the Father, worthy of all honour and glory and 
blessing – the King of Glory! 
Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!
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Lord Jesus Christ, we claim to be your followers, and we declare that you are the Lord and King of our lives, but 
all too often our actions deny our words. When you look at our lives, the weakness of our faith and the frailty of 
our commitment, you must grieve over us as surely as you wept for Jerusalem long ago. You offer us salvation, 
joy, peace and fulfilment, yet we so easily let it slip through our fingers. 
King of Love, have mercy upon us. 
 
We thank you that your kingdom is not of this world, that you rule not as a dictator but as a servant, winning the 
hearts of your people, inspiring devotion through who and what you are. If you dealt with us as we deserve, then 
our future would be bleak, none of us able to stand before you, for day after day we break your commandments, 
betraying your love, ignoring your guidance, our faith fickle, our allegiance poor. 
King of Love, have mercy upon us. 
 
Forgive us all the ways we fail you, through thought, word and deed. Forgive our limited understanding of your 
greatness and the narrowness of our vision. Forgive our inability to grasp the values of your kingdom, still less to 
base our lives upon them. We want to bring honour to you, but so often we do the opposite. 
King of Love, have mercy upon us. 
 
Lord Jesus, we come before your throne, throwing ourselves upon your grace, and asking you to receive our 
worship, despite its weakness; to accept our service, despite our many faults. Rule in our hearts and use us for 
your glory. 
King of Love, have mercy upon us. 
In your name we ask it. Amen.
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Song 
King of kings, majesty, 
God of heaven living in me, 
Gentle Saviour, closest Friend, 
Strong Deliverer, Beginning and End, 
All within me falls at your throne. 
 Your majesty, I can but bow; 
 I lay my all before you now, 
 In royal robes I don’t deserve, 
 I live to serve your majesty. 

Earth and heaven worship you, 
Love eternal, faithful and true, 
Who bought the nations, ransomed souls, 
Brought this sinner near to your throne; 
All within me cries out in praise. 
 Your majesty, I can but bow; 
 I lay my all before you now, 
 In royal robes I don’t deserve, 
 I live to serve your majesty.
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Readings 

Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with thanksgiving. At the same time pray for us as well that God 
will open to us a door for the word, that we may declare the mystery of Christ, for which I am in prison, so that I 
may reveal it clearly, as I should. 
 

Conduct yourselves wisely toward outsiders, making the most of the time. Let your speech always be gracious, 
seasoned with salt, so that you may know how you ought to answer everyone. (Colossians 4: 2 – 6) 
 
But in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defence to anyone who demands from 
you an accounting for the hope that is in you. (1 Peter 3: 15) 
 

Reflection 
Rev Tim Perkins: “We will share our faith with others.” 

The videos can be viewed at www.burleymethodist.org 
Alternatively, the written text is provided below 

 

Song 

My Jesus, my Saviour, 
Lord there is none like you. 
All of my days I want to praise 
The wonders of your mighty love. 
 
My comfort, my shelter, 
Tower of refuge and strength, 
Let every breath, all that I am, 
Never cease to worship you. 
 
Shout to the Lord all the earth, 

Let us sing, 
Power and majesty, 
Praise to the King. 
Mountains bow down 
And the seas will roar 
At the sound of your name 

 
I sing for joy at the work  
Of your hands. 
For ever I’ll love you, 
For ever I’ll stand. 

http://www.burleymethodist.org/


Nothing compares To the promise I have in you.
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Meditation 

What a day it was, a day I shall never forget – voices raised in jubilation, arms outstretched in welcome, crowds 
lining the streets, waving their palm branches, hurling down their cloaks, welcoming their king, the Son of David, 
with glad hosannas. 
 
They believed that at long last the waiting was over, the Messiah finally come to set them free. We believed it 
too, come to that. After all his talk of suffering and death we dared to hope he’d got it wrong, and for a moment, 
as I watched him, I wondered if perhaps even he felt the same – the way he responded to the cheers, laughter 
playing on his lips, a smile on his face, a twinkle in his eyes. 
 
He was enjoying himself, I’m sure of that, determined to savour the moment. But then I noticed it, as we drew 
near to Jerusalem, a tear in the corner of his eye – so unexpected – not of joy but of sorrow, trickling slowly 
down his face, silent testimony to his pain. 
 
He wasn’t fooled at all, not like the rest of us. He knew what the crowd wanted, and that they’d turn on him when 
he failed to deliver, but still he continued, resolute to the end. 
 
It was a day to remember, a day on which they welcomed their king. But none imagined, least of all I, that the 
crown would be made of thorns, and the throne reached via a cross.
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Prayers and Lord’s Prayer 

We bring our prayers for ourselves and others to God. Let us pray:  
 
Lord Jesus Christ, though you entered Jerusalem to shouts of joy and celebration, we remember how quickly 
that welcome evaporated, the mood of the crowd changing to hostility. 
 
We know we are not so different, our commitment to you so often short-lived, superficial, self-centred. Help us 
genuinely to welcome you into our lives, truly to honour you as King of kings and Lord of lords, to go on serving 
you come what may. 
Come again now and establish your kingdom. 
 
Come afresh to our troubled world, with all its needs, its tensions, its problems, and its evil. 
Come again now and establish your kingdom. 
 
Bring healing where there is division, love where there is hatred, hope where there is despair, joy where there is 
sorrow, confidence where there is fear, strength where there is weakness, healing where there is sickness, life 
where there is death. 
Come again now and establish your kingdom. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, reach out to your church and your world, despite the weakness of our faith, and the rejection 
of so many. May your will be done on earth even as it is in heaven. 
Come again now and establish your kingdom.
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We offer all our prayers to God as we join in the words Jesus taught us to pray, saying: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it 
is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Song 
Great is the darkness that covers the earth, 
Oppression, injustice and pain. 
Nations are slipping in hopeless despair, 
Though many have come in your name. 
Watching while sanity dies, 
Touched by the madness and lies. 
 Come, Lord Jesus, 
 Come, Lord Jesus, 
 Pour out your Spirit we pray. 

 Come, Lord Jesus, 
 Come, Lord Jesus, 
 Pour out your Spirit on us today. 
 
May now your Church rise with power and love, 
This glorious gospel proclaim. 
In every nation salvation will come 
To those who believe in your name. 
Help us bring light to the world 



That we might speed your return. 
 Come, Lord Jesus… 
 
Great celebrations on that final day 
When out of the heavens you come. 

Darkness will vanish, all sorrow will end, 
And rulers will bow at your throne. 
Our great commission complete, 
Then face to face we shall meet. 
 Come, Lord Jesus…
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The Blessing 

Lord Jesus Christ, servant of all, friend of all, saviour of all, ruler of all, receive our worship. To you be glory and 
honour, praise and thanksgiving, this day and for evermore.

x
 And the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit bring us through the darkness of Holy Week to the glorious light of Easter Day. Amen. 
 
 

Reflection: “We will share our faith with others.” 
Rev Tim Perkins 

 
I wonder, when was the last time you shared your faith with someone else? Can you remember? It may be hard 
to quantify because you may be thinking, “Well, the depends on how you mean!” And that is precisely the point I 
want to briefly explore today. There is no one set way in which we are supposed to share our faith. Some people 
are gifted with words, they have no problem standing up in front of a group of people and speaking about their 
faith. Others would never dream of standing in front of a crowd but might be gifted at speaking of their faith with 
someone on a one-to-one basis. Others again are gifted at sharing their faith through acts of love and 
compassion or hospitality and welcome, and more still are called to be intercessors – people who are gifted in 
praying for others and who share their faith in astonishingly powerful ways without saying a word to anyone! 
 
You see, we are all different. God has created each one of us as a unique being who relates both to God and to 
the world around us in specific ways. It is part of God’s gifting to us. And I believe God longs for us to use who 
we actually are to share our faith in the ways that are most natural to us not by trying to be someone we’re not 
and mould ourselves into what we think other people think we should be!. Ultimately, I believe faith and the 
ability to share it well are both about one word – authenticity! 
 
Let me give you some Biblical examples to help demonstrate this point: 
 
The Apostle Peter was never one to shy away from speaking his mind. His mouth would often kick into gear well 
before his brain had time to catch up. He was not afraid of what people thought of him. And so, on the Day of 
Pentecost, it was Peter who stood in the middle of the square amongst the masses of people gathered and 
preached the good news of the resurrection of Jesus. 
 
Paul, on the other hand, was born into religion and academia. He was a Pharisee and a theologian. He could 
argue the Scriptures with the best of them. He could see the trends and components of individual cultures. So 
when he was in Athens he was able to argue with the philosophers in the Areopagus and introduce them to their 
“unknown God.” 
 
Andrew was a different character to his outspoken brother Simon Peter. He didn’t often push himself forward but 
worked quietly in the background. He was approachable and gifted at simply bringing people to Jesus and 
introducing them to him. 
 
Perhaps the first evangelist in the Gospels was the Samaritan woman who Jesus met at the well. After her 
encounter with Jesus she raced back to her village and invited its residents to “come and see a man who told 
me everything I ever did. Could he be the Messiah?” She didn’t have all the answers but she had a 
transformational experience that she wanted to share with others. 
 
Philip was someone who was so open to the prompting of the Holy Spirit that he was able to be in the right place 
at the right time to help someone explore their questions and come to faith. 
 
Tabitha, or Dorcas as she was known in Greek, we are told was “always doing good and helping the poor” by 
using her gifts as a seamstress to make clothes for others. Her ministry so impacted people that when she fell ill 
and died her community sent message to Peter asking him to come and pray for her. He did so and she was 
brought back to life by the power of God at work in her. This became known all over the city and as a result 
“many people believed in the Lord.” 
 
And the Gospels are full of stories of people welcoming Jesus into their home, throwing a party for him and 
inviting their friends to come and meet him. Different people, with different gifts and experiences, and different 
ways of sharing their faith authentically. 



 
Throughout Lent, we have been using this little booklet of daily devotions titled “God’s Story Our Story,” to help 
us think about our own place in God’s great big story and how we can identify our own story and discover 
simple, often practical ways, to share it with others. Some of us have also been sharing in Lent Groups looking 
more deeply at this associated book, “Living His Story” by Hannah Steele which is all about playing our small 
part in revealing the love of God in ordinary ways. I have asked some of those who took part to share with us 
just a brief thought of what has most captured their imagination and helped them to become more confident in 
sharing their faith with others. This is what they had to say: 
 
(play videos) 
 
Three different people, three different responses: sharing faith is more about life than church, when we share 
faith we are not on our own – God’s Spirit prepares and equips us, the stories of God’s work in the world are 
powerful and challenge us and others to make a difference! 
 
I wonder if you might now think a little differently about the question I began with: “When was the last time you 
shared your faith with someone else?” Maybe the question now ought to be put in this way: “When was the last 
time you were authentic in expressing your love for God?” What did that look like? 
 
If you are good with words don’t be afraid to use them to share your experience of God with others. If you like 
deep, thoughtful, and provoking conversations don’t be afraid to gather a group of other such people together to 
explore questions of faith and life. If you are a people person who connects well with others don’t be afraid to get 
alongside them and invite them to join you in exploring faith together. If you are a more intuitive soul who senses 
God’s Spirit guiding and directing, then to be afraid to be obedient and see how God might use you. If you are 
gifted in practical ways that can help other people experience care and compassion, then make time to use 
those gifts for God’s purposes. If you are a person who loves to pray, then commit to praying regularly for the 
same few people until you see real change in their lives. 
 
A final point – our two short readings from Colossians and 1 Peter remind us that when we are authentic about 
living out our faith, people will notice and will want to talk. There will come a time when we need to be prepared 
to give a reason for the faith that we hold. I wonder what you will say when that moment comes? 
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